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The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Conuni ttee met jointly on 
the 23rd day of January 1~ at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room of 
the Pierce county Highway Department Building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Francis Coulson and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo.Larson, Gary Lepak, DNR 

The meeting was called to order by Marge Baldwin. Minutes of the 
January 11the meeting were approved on a motion by Carl 
Braunreiter; seconded by Francis Coulson. 

Jim Hulbert updated the Committee on the storage shed that had 
been altered on the Island on property owned by Charles Gardas. 
Pictures were presented to the Committee showing the increase of 
the roof on the building. Jim read the ordinances in the flood 
plain section regarding compliance required and nonconforming 
uses. 

Gary Lepak, DNR, Flood Plain Engineer, was present to discuss the 
flood plain issues. It was noted that modifications have been 
made to a building and without a permit. The nonconforming use 
has been changed. The total value of the structure should be 
determined. Some changes can be made for minor repairs that 
would be in compliance of the ordinance, such as reroofing with 
shingles only. Mr. Gardas stated that he did not think the total 
amount of square footage of the building changed and use of the 
building is primarily private storage. 

Fair market value was discussed by Gary Lepak. The ordinance 
pertaining to this section needs to be updated. Gary has 
information regarding this and will send it later. 

It was discussed that if the building is over the 50% assessed 
value, it should be removed; if under the 50% and has not 
changed outside dimensions and no hazardous wastes storaged 
there, it could be allowed to remain. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion that the building be allowed to 
stay provided no hazardous materials are stored in the building; 
seconded by Francis Coulson. 

Discussion was held regarding the flood in 1965 in relation to 
the location of the building and the flowage of the water at that 
time. Gary presented maps of the Island during that flood. 

Chuck Kline stated no permit was issued and no special exception 
hearing was held. 



It was discussed possibly making the storage building portable. 
Gary Lepak will check into making the structure portable 
regarding moving the structure safely in time of high water and 
to make sure the building is moved at that time. He also 
discussed that no structure can be permitted related to a 
residential use. 

Carl Braunreiter withdrew his motion. 

Chuck Kline made a motion to postpone a decision until a 
for a special exception permit be applied for and to be 
for within 60 days; seconded by Carl Braunrei ter. 
carried. 

hearing 
applied 
Motion 

Jim Hulbert discussed the situation with Mary's supper Club. 
Pictures were presented. 12 months have passed since the fire 
had taken place. Don Gardas stated he is the current owner, but 
the paperwork is at the attorney's office for transfer of 
ownership to Charles Gardas. Fire that damaged the building was 
on December 19, 1987. Mr. Gardas applied for a special exception 
permit with the Zoning Office on December 7, 1988. Gary Lepak 
stated that again the 50% assessed value was the biggest issue. 
Discussion was held regarding insurance coverage for property in 
the floodplain. 

Dale Jorgenson, attorney for Charles Gardas, will present the 
sale price and costs of the construction to repair Mary's Supper 
Club and deed showing new ownership to the Zoning Office. 

Sam Huffman moved to table the discussion until information is 
presented from Ivlr. Jorgenson; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion 
carried. 

A lengthy discussion 
held. There were 
"Definition", it was 
use, but not limited 
etc. 

regarding the proposed PUD ordinance was 
a few changes suggested. Under the 
suggested to be changed to read multiple 
to residential, commercial dwelling units, 

Jim Hulbert stated that this meeting was not published as a 
public hearing and questioned the legality of the public input 
from citizens and Trumpeter Valley developers of the ordinance at 
this time 

Under "Fees", it should be changed to read total developers 
finished project, etc. 

It was discussed changing the 300 feet in nAbutting Property 
Owners Objection" to adjoining land within 40 acres. 

Discussion was 
standards 1 open 
protection. 

held regarding landscaping details, 
spaces, holding tanks 1 bluff impact 1 

road 
fire 

suggestion was made to bring the Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
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ordinance to the organized committee of Marge Baldwin, Bernard 
Armbuster, Jim Hulbert, Jim Green, cathy Quiggle, and Tom 
Steffens for review. 

The PUD ordinance will be on the agenda for the next scheduled 
Zoning Meeting on February 15, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. at the Highway 
Dept. building. The public hearing for February 22, 1989 was 
canceled. March 16, 1989 was tentatively set for the public 
hearing at 7:30 p.m. at the Highway Dept. building. 

Edward Dayton made request to be placed on the agenda for the 
February 15, 1989 Zoning Meeting to present a concept plan of 
Trumpeter Valley. 

Motion to adjourn by Chuck Kline; seconded by Carl Braunreiter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly on 
the 15th day of February 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room 
of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Chuck Kline, Carl Braunrei ter, Sam Huffman, 
Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Diana Theos 
and see attached list. 

The meeting was called to order by Chuck Kline, Acting Chair. 
Minutes of the January 23, 1989 meeting were discussed. It was 
noted a typo in the date and should read "th"; Diana Theos should 
be added to "Others present" and in a motion by Chuck Kline on 
page 2 regarding Charles Gardas's utility building it should be 
added that after the 60 days, the building will be torn down. 
Motion by carl Braunreiter to approve the minutes with the noted 
corrections; seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

The public hearing for the PUD Ordinance is scheduled for March 
16, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the Pierce County 
Highway building. 

The next regular Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment meeting 
was set for March 21, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. with the possibility of 
changing the time to 7:00 p.m. if there are a lot of hearings on 
the agenda. 

Monthly vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Carl 
Braunreiter; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Terry and Cynthia Kusilek - River Falls Township - expansion of 
dog kennel business. Jim presented Kusilek's wishes to build an 
addition to the present utility used for their dog kennel 
business that was granted a conditional use permit in February 
1988. Jim suggested that another conditional use permit should 
be applied for and that would be a good time to set some 
conditions. The Kusilek' s would like it granted under the 
present conditional use permit. It was suggested that the 
Kusilek's apply for another conditional use permit so neighbor's 
would be advised and some standards set for conditions. Jim 
presented pictures of the business and felt it was a very well 
run business. 

Jim discussed the Floodplain issues and reviewed a situation on 
the Island in Trenton Township where a citizen has lost his 
dwelling by a fire and now is living in a recreational camper 
with no proper sanitary facilities. Jim suggested that a meeting 
with the citizen, his attorney and Gary Lepak, DNR be set up and 
review the situation. The ordinances and regulations in the 
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floodway were discussed. 

Jim presented his ideas regarding a Floodplain concept plan and 
Floodplain issues. Jim asked for some direction on how to 
follow through with his concept plan. Chuck Kline suggested to 
delay any decision until a county planner is hired. 

Jim discussed the information he received regarding a utility 
shed reconstructed on the Island in Trenton Township and Mary's 
Supper Club. A letter was received from the assessor. Neither 
property is officially owned by Charles Gardas. Jim feels that 
Mr. Gardas should be made aware that he can not be granted a 
permit to repair Mary's Supper Club. A year has passed since it 
was damaged by fire and no permits have been granted. 

Other violations and complaints were presented by Jim. Two 
recreational campers located in Martell Township are being used 
as residential dwellings. Garbage is collecting outside and 
waste is being disposed of onto the ground. Jim presented 
pictures. A mobile home was place on property in Ellsworth 
Township with no permits encroaching on the road right-of-way. A 
previous trailer that was located there had been destroyed by 
fire and disposed of in a nearby gravel pit. 

Semi-trailers are being used as accessory buildings throughout 
the County without permits. Pictures were presented of a few of 
these trailers in Trenton Township and one in Union Township. 

A situation where a house in Clifton Township was constructed 
back further then was noted on the plot plan into a steep 
hillside was discussed. 

A complaint regarding illegal septic repair work in Martell 
Township was brought up. Pictures were presented. 

Pictures of a junk yard in Rock Elm Township were presented. 
Junk is on the shoulder of the County road. 

Jim presented his ideas on enforcement procedures. It was 
suggested by the Committee that Jim issue the violations as 
needed. 

Edward Dayton - Trumpeter Valley Development. Mr. Dayton 
gave an overview of the past history of Trumpeter Valley and how 
the present developers got together. He relayed information 
regarding the first goal verses the plans for the development 
now. They would like to construct a championship golf course and 
single-family homes. 900 units are being planned for development 
as second homes. Mr. Dayton stated that they don't know the 
market at this time. 

A map was presented as a preliminary guide. At this time, they 
feel a few model homes would be built around the golf course 
during construction of the first phase and present this phase and 
second stages in April of this year. 
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Carl Braunreiter relayed information regarding Pierce county 
economic tax base and his concerns about this. He suggested that 
another tax impact be done for Oak Grove Township. 

Lengthy discussion regarding changes in the PUD Ordinance was 
held. Fee structure now states "total developers cost". Jim 
discussed the need to take out "developers" and reinstated the 
original idea of "total project cost". 

Density with 5 units per acre verses 5 units per acre overall was 
discussed. Chuck Kline decided that more information should be 
investigated regarding the number of units per acre with other 
ordinances. 

The abutting 40 acres of adjourning sections will be changed to 
40 acres of adjourning sections in rural areas. 

Discussion regarding county park dedication was held. 

Copies of the PUD Ordinance will be available in the Zoning 
Office, County Clerk's Office, with town clerks, and at public 
libraries before the public hearing. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to amend the section on page 4, 
paragraph 7 to: "The.developer shall dedicate 2 percent of total 
development land to public parks. In lieu of public park land 
dedication, the developer may request to pay the sum of $500.00 
for each acre and fraction thereof of required public park land 
to the County park funds." Seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion 
carried. 

It was discussed that maybe the Bluff Impact section should be 
clarified. Each development will be different and in different 
areas. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to change the notification of 
public hearings to the adjourning property owners in rural areas 
within all contiguous 40 acre sections and property owners in 
incorporated areas within 600 feet of the boundaries shall 
receive notice by regular mail; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Motion carried. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to increase the 25 acres required 
for a PUD application to 200 acres; no second. Motion died. 

carl Braunrei ter made a motion that residential dwellings be 
changed to one unit per acre overall with a maximum density of 20 
units per acre; seconded by Francis Coulson. Lengthy discussion 
was held regarding density. Jim stated he felt that 20 units per 
acre is too high and feels 10 would be a good compromise. Carl 
Braunreiter - yes; Sam Huffman - no; Francis Coulson abstained; 
Chuck Kline voting yes. Motion carried. 
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Motion to adjourn by Carl Braunreiter; seconded by Sam Huffman. 
Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF 
& 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
r . - / -

The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly for a 
public hearing for amending Chapter 18.44.060 of the Pierce 
County Code on the 16th day of March 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Sam Huffman, 
Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Deb Wojtowski and 
see attached lists. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Marge Baldwin to 
review the proposed PUD ordinance and asked for suggestions or 
criticisms from the public. 

Public hearing notice was read. Jim Hulbert verbally read 
through the entire proposed PUD ordinance. 

Jim stated that he sent draft copies to different people at other 
state and county agencies. He outlined the comments from others 
who reviewed the ordinance. Much editorializing, enforcement of 
the ordinance, absence of platting, fee structure, density, staff 
time, preventing development and preserving rural character, and 
the impact of the ordinance were items of concern. 

Harold Clements asked ~f an environmental impact statement would 
be done for the Trumpeter Valley area. Jim stated that this is a 
hearing on the proposed ordinance, not a specific development. 

Discussion regarding impact of school impact was held. A 
development would not be required to have a school system of 
their own. Bonds and escrow agreements were questions. Jim read 
paragraph (j) page 15 of the proposed ordinance. Some bonds and 
agreements would be effective until end of construction. 

It was discussed that the township could have their own PUD 
ordinance which could be more restrictive. Chuck Kline stated 
that the township would approve the PUD ordinance first and final 
approval is by the County Board, but if it is not approved by the 
township it would not make it to the County Board. 

Definition 
structure. 
unit. 

of units was discussed. A unit is a living 
It was asked if a single family home is considered a 

Discussion regarding park land dedication was held. In lieu of 
the park land dedication, with agreement of the township and 
County Board, a payment of $500.00 per acre would be paid to the 
County Park fund. 
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Deb Wojtowski explained the steps to be followed for amendment of 
the ordinance. In order for it to be passed, a certain number of 
townships would have to approve the ordinance. Once the 
amendment is made to the county zoning ordinance, any township 
that has accepted the comprehensive zoning is subject to it. 
Townships cannot pick and choose what ordinances they are subject 
to and ones they won't. 

Jim discussed the need to update the present ordinance. Our 
present ordinance is about two paragraphs long. A special 
exception could be granted for townhouses and condominiums with 
our present ordinance and under this it could allow 25 units of 
density per acre. 

Jim explained that on March 22, there will be a Zoning meeting to 
discuss the comments from tonight's meeting and amending or 
modifications will be done and possibly another public hearing 
would be held. 

It was brought up that a majority of the townships would have to 
pass the ordinance. 

Jim relayed background and research information for the PUD 
ordinance. He stated that sections of the ordinance was designed 
for Pierce County, for example, solid waste disposal, bluff 
impact, erosion control, water . control, 50% open space, more 
restrictive on information required and more restrictive on 
densities. Jim commented on the Voyager Village development in 
Burnett County. Each home is on 20,000 square feet with their 
own septic system. Approximately 4,000 acres with 2,000 lots 
were created and 400 h~mes have been constructed. 

Jim showed some slides of Voyager Village and the Cities of 
Burnsville and Eagan and pointed out what densities looked like 
with 11 to 13 units per acre. He showed slides with only 30% 
open space and our ordinance would require 50%. He stated the 
intent of the PUD is to cluster development. 

Jim Green, Chairman of Oak Grove Township suggested that 
consideration of a building code be added to the ordinance. 

Discussion again regarding dedication of park land. It was 
suggested that the dedicated land would not be developed until 
sufficient funds were available. It was brought up that 
dedicated park land automatically comes off the tax roll and the 
need for maintenance of such land. 

Discussion regarding fee structure. If the applicant or 
developer had to reapply because of a change in plan, a new fee 
would be required. 

It was discussed that the natural 
preliminary plan approval stage. 
impact on environments done before 
County for approval. 
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impact stage be moved to the 
DNR would already have the 

the developers comes to the 



Bob Sheffers discussed his concerns over the number of density 
and the need for a comprehensive plan for the County and that the 
regulations in the extra-territorial should be stricken as the 
County has no control over this area. He also expressed his 
concern over park money and centralized sewer facilities. 

Discussion again regarding open space. It was suggested that 
maybe the area of the development should be considered and less 
or more than 50% open space could be applied. 

Jim reviewed that all the Federal and State permits have to be 
obtained or in the process of being obtained before any County 
permits are issued and that the County does participate in 
discussions at those stages. 

Comments were received regarding the use of the land for a PUD 
and checking on Woodland Tax and maybe limiting the use of 
agricultural land. 

Marge Baldwin stated that the ordinance will be discussed at a 
Committee meeting on March 22 and if substantial changes are 
made, another public hearing will be held before it is approved. 

Summitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson, Acting Secretary 
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MINUTES OF MEETING ~F ZONING, PLAN~ C!te,tk, ~ orr~ 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 21st day of March 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
County Board room at the courthouse in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Sam Huffman and Francis Coulson. 

Others present: 
list. 

Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, and see attached 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 
Minutes of last meeting were approved. Next meeting date was set 
for April 13, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Highway Department 
building. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; 
seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Board of Adjustment was called to order by Chuck Kline. 

Terry and Cynthia Kusilek - conditional use permit for an 
addition to utility building for dog kennel business in River 
Falls Township. Public hearing notice was read. Jim Hulbert 
stated he has looked at the business and recommends approval of 
the addition. River Falls Township has also recommended 
approval. Capacity wi~l be 100-110 runs for dogs and cats. Mr. 
Kusilek would like approval now of his two step plan for 
additions to existing utility building. Marge Baldwin moved to 
approve the two additions over a 4 year period with a capacity 
not to exceed 110 runs; seconded by Francis Coulson. Discussion 
was held regarding a 2 year review process. Any conditions can 
be placed on a conditional use permit. There were also no 
objections noted from neighbors. Motion carried. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. Jim 
reviewed Dave Geister's tire facility in Stan Christiansen's 
quarry. Jim discussed a letter from DNR regarding denying Mr. 
Geister's application for tire removal. Jim has also recommended 
denying the permit for interim action at the quarry. Mr. Geister 
would not be able to remove the tires within the time frame 
proposed for completion date by DNR. The plan is to have the 
tires removed by the end of this year. Oak Grove Township and 
DNR are currently meeting to discuss how to get rid of these 
tires. The applicant that is approved by DNR will be the 
contractor that will be removing the tires. Jim read the letter 
from DNR addressed to Stan Christiansen regarding removal or 
processing of the tires. Mr. Geister stated that he now owns the 
property where the quarry is located. He also stated that he now 
has the information required to complete his plans to DNR. Mr. 
Geister discussed his plans for removal of approximately 40,000 
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tires. He would also like to do tire terracing at the quarry for 
protection. This terracing could be used as a model terracing of 
dangerous quarries. On March 31st, contractors and DNR will be 
meeting regarding the removal proposal. On April 17th, all bids 
are to be submitted and then two weeks later, the contractor will 
be chosen and notified. Mr. Geister would like to apply for a 
permit to do his proposed work until a contractor is awarded the 
bid. It was suggested that Mr. Geister wait until the bid is 
awarded then both parties could apply for necessary permits. Jim 
discussed that the tires could be removed manually without a 
permit, but not mechanically. Mr. Geister asked to be able to 
use his loader and conveyer to remove tires. There are 
approximately 250,000 tires present in the quarry. A public 
hearing for a conditional use permit would be required before any 
machinery could be used to remove tires. Mr. Geister would like 
to request a permit to remove tires with machinery and work with 
the contractor is awarded the bid by DNR. The committee 
suggested making an onsite before the public hearing and will be 
checking with DNR before a permit is issued. 

A public hearing date was set for April 26th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Highway Department building. 

Discussion what constitutes extraction from a quarry. 

Ron Tesdall, Chairman of Red Wing Airport Board was present to 
inform committee about future plans for the Red Wing Airport 
located in Isabelle Township. A map was presented showing area 
represented by the Red Wing Airport. Four years ago, 1.2 million 
dollars was spent to upgrade the airport. A new arrival and 
departure building is in the plans to better serve the needs of 
the people coming to the area, whether on business or pleasure. 
A meeting room will be within the arrival and departure building. 
The plans are to build a 100 x 120 foot aircraft support building 
for maintenance of aircraft. 

Mr. Rob Seifert, base operator at the Airport relayed background 
information of the airport and discussed uses of the airport 
including emergency, law enforcement, corporate, agricultural 
uses and many businesses. 

Mr. Tom Drake, manager of the Airport, presented plans and 
discussed the master plan study and feasibility study. It was 
asked if previous expansion of the airport has interrupted any 
residential development next to the airport. Mr. Seifert said 
the expansion has not slowed down the development near the 
airport. The plans for building are to be to the east of th.? 
existing building. A 50 x 50 glass and wood, one story building 
with a basement for storm protection purposes are also in the 
plans. They would like to see construction start this summer. 
State approvals would need to be applied for. 

Mr. Tesdall would like to be able to return and present plans 
and feasibility study to the Committee. He stated that the Red 
Wing Gun Club has been given a 5 year lease for their operation. 
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The Red Wing Airport Board makes recommendations to the Red Wing 
city Council for the Red Wing Gun Club. 

Bob Moyer - plans for marina on Trenton Island. Mr. Moyer could 
not be present, but Jim passed out information on the proposal to 
the Committee for review. 

Gordon Linder - concept approval of multi-family housing. Mr. 
Linder was not present. 

Lorne Hanson, Chairman of Gilman Township relayed information 
regarding proposal of exclusive agricultural zoning for Gilman 
Township. Mr. Hanson suggested that the county adopt an 
exclusive agricultural ordinance which would allow the townships 
to adopt. He felt that adoption could be done with a referendum 
at the township level. It was discussed that an exclusive 
agricultural ordinance is not to prevent development but to keep 
it orderly. 

Discussion regarding Farmland Preservation and exclusive 
agricultural zoning and it was stated that the two are different 
programs and not to confuse the two. 

It was brought up that the County does need a comprehensive land 
use plan with a great deal of input from the townships. 

Discussion on adoption of ordinances and the procedure after the 
county board approves ordinances; then the majority of the 
townships would have to adopt it. If a referendum is to be 
used, it could be written in the ordinance. 

There was a question regarding adoption of an ordinance or 
amending the ordinance. It was asked that this be researched 
further. 

Ed Hanson, River Falls Township confirmed that the Farmland and 
Agricultural zoning are compatible but not the same. He 
presented a map of River Falls Township showing a comprehensive 
plan and showing parcels of 35 acres or less. He suggested 
preserving open spaces and putting in agricultural zoning. 

It was suggested that the Committee look at St. Croix County's 
ordinances. 

Bluff line ordinances were discussed. Mike and Sandi Michaud 
were present to state their views about an ordinance along the 
Great River Road and they would like to see some protection 
against building and tree cutting along the bluff line. At 
present, there are no ordinances at the County or Maiden Rock 
Township levels for bluff lines. Marge suggested that the 
Township should act upon a bluff line ordinance first as the 
County is involved in many ordinance changes at present. Mr. 
Michaud suggested that the present st. Croix Riverway ordinance 
be expanded to include the Mississippi River Valley. Jim stated 
he would be willing to work with the Township on a bluff line 
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ordinance for them. Discussion regarding an increase in 
development in the Maiden Rock area and in areas along other 
bluff lines and river areas. 

The discussion of the PUD ordinance will be discussed extensively 
at tomorrow night's meeting. Jim will have a list of items to be 
discussed and letters will be reviewed. 

A resolution from Oak Grove Township has been received stating 
that they will not accept the PUD ordinance as it stands now with 
the high density. 

Jim updated the Committee regarding the subdivision problems and 
that there seems to some confusion between subdivision and CSM 
ordinances. He relayed the State Statutes is 5 or more parcels 
of 1 1/2 acres or less in a period of 5 years or less in a 
subdivision. County subdivision is 3 or more parcels of 5 acres 
or less in a period a 5 years or less. The CSM ordinance does 
not replace the need to follow the State and County subdivision 
regulations. Subdivisions have been created in the County under 
the CSM ordinance. Jim has recommended that the County ordinance 
be researched to change it or leave it as it is. If it will be 
changed, it will require public hearing, if it will remain the 
same, Jim has suggested that a committee be formed to work out 
details and procedures. 

Bob Sheffers, County Surveyor stated that not all townships have 
adopted a subdivision ordinance so they revert back to the County 
ordinances and he reviewed what happened in the past with 
subdivision and CSM ordinances. 

The CSM ordinance is an optional ordinance and did not have to be 
adopted by the County. 

Norb Rehder, Land Surveyor, suggested that the County use what 
the State Statutes has for a definition for a subdivision and 
follow the State Statutes. 

The intent of the County ordinance is to more restrictive than 
the State. Administrative policies need to be set. Marge formed 
a committee of Jim, Deb Wojtowski, Bob Sheffers, Joe Nelson, Sam 
Huffman, and Chuck Kline to review policies and set some 
procedures and checklists. A tentative meeting was set for April 
13th at 2:00 p.m. at the Zoning Office. 

Carl Braunreiter suggested that more information be obtained and 
get some input from the townships on what they would like to see. 

Uniform Numbering System ordinance - copies of the ordinance 
will be sent to all township chairmen and clerks and comments and 
concerned will be heard at the public hearing set on April 26, 
1989 at 8:45 p.m. in the Highway Department building. Lang 
Enterprise representatives will be asked to attend the public 
hearing. 
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Marge recommended getting a summer intern in the Zoning Office. 
The money is available from the sanitary fund. Marge asked Jim 
to present a list of skills of the person he is looking for and 
what this person would be doing. 

Carl brought up the issues that need to be addressed in the 
County and prioritized. PUD, subdivision, floodplain plan, 
comprehensive plan, building code are some of the issues that 
need to be readdressed. Fermi t after-the-fact was discussed 
also. Carl suggested to have these priorities and time lines put 
on the next agenda. · 

Discussion regarding Chuck Gardas's utility building on the 
Island in Trenton. He has not been in to the office to apply for 
a permit yet. 

Chuck Kline 
Braunreiter. 

Submitted by, 

made a motion 
Motion carried. 

to adjourn; seconded 

Mary Jo Larson, Acting Secretary 

------~2~~?( ___ _ 
~:::;.,__ _____ <$~--:__:,. ___ _ 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF ZONING & Pr6f8~ ~.,1 ~ O(fta. 

The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly on 
the 22nd day of March 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room of 
the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Francis Coulson and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Deb Wojtowski, Bob Sheffers, Joe 
Nelson, Marilyn Felderman-Baldwin, John Klick, George Most, 
Harold Clements, Bill Holst, Paul Rein, and one unidentified man. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin to 
discuss suggested changes for the PUD ordinance. 

Jim Hulbert reviewed the comments and suggestions for the PUD 
ordinance. Jim discussed an annual review process for permits 
and a development agreement between the county and the developer 
as a binding contract and a need for preliminary plat at 
development stage approval and a final plat. At present, there 
is a plat required at development phase approval at each stage of 
construction. 

Maximum density, extra-territorial and municipalities zoning, 
enforcement, fees, park land and open space were other items to 
be discussed. 

Jim showed the slides from Eagan and Burnsville area showing 
examples of density. It was suggested important to consider the 
open space with the density. 

Carl Braunreiter expressed concern over number of units per 
density, burdens on school systems, taxes, high rise units and 
education and information from people in Pierce County on what 
density they want. 

Deb Wojtowski questioned compatibility with land and impact of 
school and suitability of land area regarding total maximum 
density and the advantages of leaving the total maximum density 
open. 

Motion by Sam Huffman to place a maximum number on the density; 
seconded by Chuck Kline. 

Discussion regarding high rise buildings and the burden on the 
townships if development fails and how the PUD ordinance is being 
drawn-up to help prevent that kind of situation. 

Number of units will be eight. Motion carried. 
regarding over-all density per project area. 

Discussion 

Sam suggested that if a comprehensive plan is completed for the 
county that that should be considered under #12 of the general 
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review criteria. 

Sam Huffman moved that the County add to item E, page 2, that the 
PUD conforms to the comprehensive land use plan; seconded by carl 
Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding mixed use and definition of a PUD. It was 
stated that the definition is specific enough. Cluster 
development was discussed and value of lands that would be 
affected by PUD's. 

Jim read a letter from River Falls Zoning Administrator regarding 
density and cluster use. A statement could be added to the 
ordinance that cluster development would be good for conserving 
energy, natural resources, increase protection for natural 
resources and wild life conservancy and minimization of road 
paving. Cluster development would be better then houses on one 
acre lots all over. 

Sam Huffman made a motion to change #7, page 3 to "future public 
services instead of "probable other"; seconded by Carl 
Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

It was discussed what the open space would include. Carl 
Braunreiter suggested that Jim draw up some definitions of what 
some of the items mean. Discussion regarding 50% open space and 
open space will include any conservancy areas. Open space will 
remain at 50%. 

Discussion regarding the payment in lieu of the park land and 
fair market value of the land. It was suggested that park land 
should be dedicated in a PUD for children activity instead of the 
payment in lieu. Jim mentioned that a PUD would have 50% open 
space and could be used as recreational, park land area. Lengthy 
discussion regarding dedication of park land parks, maintaining 
and responsibility of the parks. The sum of $500. oo will be 
changed to a sum equal to the average fair market value of the 
project area. 

Surface water run-off plans will be subject to review by the Soil 
Conservation Service. 

Roadways will be constructed in accordance with standards set 
forth by the township as described in the Facility Development 
Manual and all road surfacing and curb and gutter construction of 
such roadways shall adhere to standards set forth by DOT and 
County Highway Department. 

The Highway Department has made some suggestions regarding road 
intersections and recommends that roads that intersect shall have 
an approach grade that is equal to the crown of the road for a 
minimum of 20' from the shoulder of the intersected roadway be 
included under the "Roadway" section on page 6. 

Jim brought up that there has been a lot of discussion and 
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suggestions on the bluff impact. A definition for a bluff line 
will be established. The word "may" will be changed to "shall" 
under the Bluff Impact section on page 6. 

Jim has suggested that the fee amount be of the total finished 
project cost. The word "developer's" will be deleted. It was 
asked if the fee would be refunded and it was decided that it 
would not be refunded due to all the work involved with an 
application. 

Discussion regarding a preliminary plat and when it should be 
presented and details of what should be included on the map. A 
"M" will be added to page 11 for a Preliminary Plat as required 
by state and County regulations delineating the following topics 
on page 11. This will be at the second stage after the concept 
approval. Discussion regarding the stages of a PUD and what 
would happen if plans changed and the need to know the whole 
total project plans. Before approval of a subdivision, for 
example, a preliminary map has to be submitted. Discussion 
regarding fees and the possibility of having to hire an engineer 
to review the plans if necessary. 

Discussion regarding estimated traffic counts and the statement 
in the ordinance will remain as it is. Discussion regarding the 
County Board attaching additional requirements to a final 
approval by the County Board. It was questioned whether it would 
have to be brought back to the Zoning Committee if the County 
Board does make changes or additional requirements. It was 
decided that these would not need to go back to the Committee. 
It was discussed if the township would need to reapprove any of 
these changes and additions. It was felt that it would go back 
to the township, but then decided that this should be further 
investigated. It was discussed that the County Board could refer 
the application back to the township andjor Zoning Committee. 
The township, in the affected area, would have to make a 
resolution rejecting or approving the additional requirements. 

Under the Final Development approval, the preliminary plans will 
be changed to final plat plans on Page 13, section C. 1. (a) . 
The scale size will be changed to according to State Statutes or 
as otherwise mutually agreed upon. Jim will consult with the 
County Surveyor to refine the scale sizes. 

Soil Conservation Service review will be added to the grading and 
site alteration plans and erosion and storm water run-off control 
plans on pages 14 and 15. 

An annual review process will be added to the ordinance. A 
listing of what is to be anticipated and what was done at the 
development, what problems were, if any, what things were yet to 
be met, would be a part of the annual review for the developers. 
Jim discussed that if things weren't up to standards or any 
problems, continuation of the permit or future permits could be 
held until those things were brought up to standards. 
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Discussion regarding building inspectors and building code verses 
inspections for certificate of occupancy and the need for a 
building code in the County. A development agreement and an 
enforcement section will be added to the ordinance. 

Motion was made by Sam Huffman to accept all the changes for the 
PUD ordinance; seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Marge has suggested that.another public hearing be set for the 
changes made in the PUD ordinance. The date has been set for May 
2nd at 8:00 p.m. in the Highway Department building. 

It was noted that the date for the public hearing for the 
numbering system will be on April 26th. The Committee will meet 
at the Highway building at 5:30 to view sites for the regular 
Zoning Meeting on the 26th. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF ZONING, 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 30th day of March 1989, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl .Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Sam Huffman, and Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Diana Theos and see attached list. 

The meeting was called to order by Marge Baldwin, Chairperson. 
Minutes of the March 21st meeting were approved. Monthly 
vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; 
seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustments to order. 

Pierce County - special exception for communication towers in 
Clifton and Spring Lake townships. Public hearing notice was 
read. Diana Theos was present to relay that the County has 
negotiated with the landowners. Two - 2 acre sites have been 
contemplated with 150 foot towers that will be lighted and all 
regulations with FAA will be followed and other radio frequencies 
will be approved. No approvals or objections have been received 
from the Townships. 

Marge Baldwin moved that the special exception be granted to the 
County for the 2 communication towers; seconded by Francis 
Coulson. Setbacks were reviewed and the location of the airport 
in Clifton Township. Motion carried. 

Jim presented an article from River Falls Journal regarding st. 
Croix County hiring a firm to update their zoning ordinances and 
he suggests that the two Counties could work together on an 
ordinance for both counties. It will be checked into and put on 
another agenda to be discussed. Money has not been approved this 
year, but budgets will be done in August. 

A priority list in the Zoning Office was discussed. 1.) 
Updating Zoning ordinances; 2.) Comprehensive Plan for the 
County; 3.) Floodplain studies; 4.) building code; and 5.) 
computerized codes and forms were the issues prioritized. 
Building codes should be checked into to see if a town of under 
25,000 people can even adopt the code. Discussions regarding 
floodplain zoning and public education meetings, building permits 
verses land use permits and computerizing codes, forms and 
permits were held. 

Gary Lien - special exception for marina in Trenton Township. 
Public hearing notice was read. Jim stated that the DNR has 
approved of the marina plans and Trenton Township has indicated 
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that there are no objections. 

Marge Baldwin made a motion to approve the marina; seconded by 
Sam Huffman. There will be 65 slips and one gas dock. There 
should be no problem with the other proposed marina. According 
to surveys and information DNR has received, there is a shortage 
of slips in that area. Slips will be 30 and 40 feet long. 

Jim has suggested approval with conditions . of a maximum of 65 
slips, any new construction above 65 slips would require a new 
permitting process, approval will not cover any means of septic 
disposal, gasoline supply and storage might need Coast Guard 
approval and will need DNR, State and Federal approvals. Marge 
amended the motion to include the above mentioned conditions to 
approve the special exception; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Amendment carried. Motion carried for the amended motion. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn the Board of Adjustments. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning Meeting back to order. 

Discussion regarding a permit-after-the-fact. Right now there is 
no penal ties if a land use permit is not taken out. Jim has 
suggested that publication be made that if permits are not 
received, they could be fined. Discussion regarding legality of 
fines issued and what construction needs permitting. It was 
discussed that a notice of what needs a land use permit could be 
sent out the tax statements and/or a news release. Suggestions 
that notices could be put in retail stores that sell construction 
goods. Discussion regarding sizes of storage sheds that would 
need a permit. It was felt that a 10 x 10 storage shed or 
smaller without a floor could be exempt from a permit. Chuck 
Kline suggested a 90 days amnesty period so that the public can 
come in and get their permits once the permit-after-the-fact is 
set-up. Violations could be issued for buildings without permits 
for the past 7 years. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion that the permit-after-the-fact 
cost $100.00 and after the person is notified, he has 60 days to 
get the permit or he will be referred to the Corporation Counsel 
for prosecution; seconded by Francis Coulson. 

Carl Braunrei ter made an amendment to the motion to add for a 
second violation by the same individual, after 5 days the permit
after-the-fact would cost $500.00; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
It was questioned whether the fees for the permit-after-the-fact 
would be an amendment to the ordinance or is a function of the 
Committee. This will be checked by Corporation Counsel. County 
Board approved will be sought for any changes. 

Motion carried on the amendment. Amended motion carried. 

Chuck Kline made a motion that upon final approval of the permit
after-the-fact, an amnesty period of 90 days from publication for 
people to apply for permits before it goes into effect be 
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established; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Darrell Richer, Manager of Kinnickinnic State Park was present to 
discuss plans for the park. There is some question whether the 
State Park is zoned conservancy, recreational or agricultural. 
Mr. Richer presented a map of the proposed development. A 
visitor center will be constructed, a new overlook and park area 
with construction of a new road and parking area. The Park is 
exempt from the Scenic Riverway. A dock will be moved to a 
different location. Construction is hoped to be completed in 
about a year. Some land has newly been added to the Park. 
Satellite toilets have been permitted by the State. Mr. Richer 
would like to see a letter from the County that the Park could go 
ahead with their plans. Permits for any new driveways will be 
received from the township. Mr. Richer will get construction 
permits from the County if necessary. If a campground is to be 
put in the plans, a hearing will be set for that. 

Carl Braunrei ter made a motion that the plans be endorsed as 
presented; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding rezoning all park lands in the county and 
cost estimates from consultants should be received for redoing 
the ordinances. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. 

Submitted by, 
Marv Jo Larson 

Motion carried. 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF ZONING, 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 13th day of April 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Francis Coulson, Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Scott Schoepp, 
Duane Johnson, John Marko, and Bob Bulmer. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 
Minutes of the March 22, 1989 meeting were amended to eliminate 
the word "suggested" in the sentence "It was suggested important 
to consider the open space with the density."; to add "8" to 
maximum number of the density in Sam Huffman's motion and to' 
eliminate "high rise units and education and information from 
people in Pierce County on what density they want." Motion by 
Chuck Kline; seconded by Carl Braunreiter to approve minutes as 
amended. Motion carried. 

Jim Hulbert and Chuck Kline will be viewing sites on April 20th 
at 2:00 p.m. for the April 26th meeting. PUD hearing is set for 
May 2nd at 8:00 p.m. in the Highway Department building. 

Next Zoning meeting was schedule for May 17th at 7:30 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m. to view sites,. if any. 

Suggestions to take pictures or video tape the sites for members 
who cannot make the site viewings and to see a printout of 
expenditures on a quarterly basis were made. Budget review 
should be added to the May 17th agenda. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; 
seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Bob Moyer was present to discuss plans for a marina in Trenton 
Township. He stated he owned the land where the Island 
Campground is located near the Highway 63 bridge. There is a 
campground area, a 4-plex, boat ramp, bait shop, 4 showers and 4 
toilet facilities there now. Plans have been discussed with Dan 
Koich from the DNR and if placed on the main channel side of the 
Mississippi River there should be no problem. No formal 
submission of plans have been sent to DNR as of yet. Mr. Moyer 
plans to have the plans submitted to DNR within the next two 
weeks with copies also sent to the Zoning Office. Plans are to 
have 2 sizes of marina dockage areas. A minimum of 176 slips and 
maximum of 235 slips are being suggested. The campground area 
will be turned into a parking area. No plans for any fill or 
excavation. Mr. Moyer feels the need for another shower block in 
the future and would apply for that permit later, but would like 
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the concept approval now. They plan on constructing 50 docks the 
first year, then add as demand increase. No fuel will be stored 
there. A pump out station will be provided. Discussion 
regarding the no-wake zone and Mr. Moyer stated he will be asking 
for no-wake zone at least 1,000 feet past the bridge. 

Carl Braunrei ter moved that the Committee go on record as 
approving the concept plans as presented; seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

Jim discussed the concerns regarding the holding tanks and the 
tanks not being maintained by the licensed pumpers and many are 
being pumped out by homeowners themselves into ditches or onto 
the ground. 

John Marko, Marko Septic Service, expressed concern over the 
violations and the lack of prosecution of these violators. 
Discussion regarding the quarterly pumping reports. Bob Bulmer, 
Bob's Septic Pumping, stated that some residents are having the 
pumpers come once in awhile just to make these reports look good 
and doing the other pumping themselves. Mr. Marko discussed the 
need for the County to enforce the ordinances and agreements to 
have the holding tanks pumped. Pepin County does have an 
ordinance that states with the tanks are pumped properly, the 
property owner will be fined. Mr. Marko does not want to see 
holding tanks eliminated for there will be places that these will 
have to be placed, but feels these violators should be 
prosecuted. 

Duane Johnson, Johnson Sanitation, stated that some reports never 
get completed and returned. He feels that the latest tanks 
installed are being maintained better. 

Discussion regarding the effluent running into the ditches in the 
County and holes being put into the bottom of tanks by some home 
owners. 50 to 60 gallons of waste per day is the normal waste 
for a person per day. Mr. Johnson informed the Committee that 
approximately 15 years ago, the County said that all septic tanks 
would be checked and all records would be kept on the pumping, 
but there has never been enough help in the Zoning Office. 

When the public calls for help regarding their systems, the 
office will respect their concerns and help them. If a complaint 
is received, it will be investigated. 

Discussion regarding the grant and reimbursement of the grant 
monies. Carl suggested some kind of reimbursement for people who 
want to replace their failing systems while waiting for the State 
reimbursement. Jim suggested that maybe the funds from the 
sanitary monies could be used to help reimburse property owners 
with failing systems. It will be checked with DNR to see if the 
monies can be reimbursed to the County, if the County pays the 
individuals. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to draft an ordinance to ensure 
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enforcement and penalties of septic systems not properly serviced 
and maintained and also a supplementary financial program for 
reimbursement to bridge the State aids for failing systems; 
seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. It was suggested to 
have Corporation Counsel help draft and review ordinances. 

Discussion regarding Pepin County's pumping reports going 
directly to the pumper instead of the property owner and then 

.reviewed by the County and also problems when the property 
changes owners. 

It was discussed that an ordinance in Goodhue County excludes 
junk yards from being "grandfathered in" and it was suggested 
that any new ordinance that was drafted for holding tank read the 
same. 

Jim stated that a lot of concern for new and existing quarries 
are being brought up in the County. Very few are being bonded 
and none are being restored. A copy of Chippewa County's non
metallic mining ordinance was presented. Jim feels that the 
Chippewa County ordinance be adopted as a backing to Pierce 
County's ordinance. This will be placed on the next agenda for 
discussion after the Committee had a chance to review it. 
Conditional use permits are being issued now. Gravel pits and 
rock quarries in the County are unsafe. If lifts and cuts are 
placed properly it would help for safety. Jim suggested that if 
there already is an existing pit in an area, another pit or 
quarry should not be granted within so many miles of it, unless 
in extremely dire circumstances. 

Discussion regarding. the County's activity with mineral 
extraction. The County has access to 51 pits. There are many 
others in the County. If requirements for restoration and 
bondings are met and done correctly, permits could be issued. 

Discussion regarding adverse effects 
owners. Scott Schoepp was present to 
he has reviewed the ordinance and 
application for a quarry near his home 
pits in the County already. 

for neighboring property 
inform the Committee that 
feels there will be an 
and that there are enough 

Lengthy discussion regarding private businesses doing excavating 
work in the County now. It was suggested that we go back to the 
landowner to recover costs associated with restoring pits that 
have been abandoned. A public hearing would be held to inform 
the public regarding changes in the mineral extraction 
ordinances. 

Mr. Schoepp stated that the location to dwellings should be 
considered when a permit is applied for and asked who would be 
responsible for damages to homes and health hazards. Distances 
from homes were discussed and what would be a safe distance for 
blasting from homes. It will be addressed again at the -~?Y 17th 
meeting. · 
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The Subdivision and CSM ordinances have been addressed at a 
subcommittee meeting. Some issues were agreed upon: 1) There 
should be minimum standards for all surveying in the County with 
no waivers unless severe hardship due to topography or section 
markers are too far away. Variances granted only by the Board of 
Adjustments and County Surveyor to be consulted; 2) there are 
questions regarding the sale of adjoining property owners being 
exempt from a survey; 3) CSM will be coming in that might not 
meet all the requirements. 

Discussion regarding State ordinances and CSM ordinances 
requirements. 

A flow chart will be constructed to show what happened in the 
past and what should happen. 

Jim suggested that a preliminary map and final map should be 
presented with the number of lots decided on before any 
approvals. 

Some problems were discussed and potential problems. Other 
County ordinances were discussed. Different levels of 
subdivisions can be drawn-up with minor and major subdivisions. 
The sub-committee will have some plans and ideas for the May 
meeting. 

Discussion regarding preliminary versus final plats. A concept 
plan approval stage could be set before the preliminary stage. 
Criteria and a checklist for maps should be drawn-up. A 
preliminary map should be sent to the County Surveyor for 
approval first. 

John Perry's concept to convert a single family home into a 
duplex in Beldenville was addressed. At present the property is 
zoned Business and this could be a special exception. Jim has no 
objection to his concept. His sanitary system should be 
evaluated. Available parking area was questioned. 

Some people from the Sheriff's Department have indicated that 
they would like the County Numbering System in place in about 1 
to 2 years instead of the 3 years that is stated in the 
ordinance. They have also suggested that the houses have numbers 
that can be seen. It was felt that they attend the public 
hearing with their proposed changes. Discussion of enforcement 
for placing and maintaining the numbers. Numbering of the houses 
will be placed at the end of driveways by the same firm, 
uniformly and will be the same size and an enforcement section 
will be added to the ordinance. 

An intern has been approved to help in the Zoning Office. A 
part-time, temporary secretary is needed to help in the Zoning 
Office with paperwork. This could be funded out of the Sanitary 
Fund. Discussion regarding hiring limited term personnel and 
possibly a permanent position. Permitting fees could be 
increased to help reimburse the increase of personnel. It will 
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be taken to the Personnel Committee to request for more help for 
the Zoning Office. 

Motion by Chuck Kline and Carl Braunreiter seconded to adjourn. 
Motion carried. 

- Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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& 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning·, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 26th day of April 198·9, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Pierce County Highway Department building·. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl .Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Francis Coulson. 

others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Loren Brumberg, DNR 
and see attached list. 

The meeting· was called to order by Chairperson, Marge Baldwin. 
Motion by Carl Braunreiter and seconded by Francis Coulson to 
approve minutes of last meeting. Motion carried. 

Next Zoning· meeting· was scheduled for May 25, 1989 at 7:30 p.m·. 

Vouchers were presented. Motion by Carl Braunreiter to approve 
vouchers; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Loren Brumberg·, DNR was present to discuss progress on cleaning· 
up the tire quarry in Oak Grove Township. Proposals had been 
sent out to contractors. 13 proposals have been returned and the 
top 3· contractors have been chosen. The best proposal should be 
chosen by next week. Contract will be signed by May 15 with a 
start date of June 1, 1989. Completion date should be sometime 
this fall with no later than December 31, 1989. Two proposals 
are to have a shredder on-site and one proposal is to have tires 
shipped out. There should be little noise from a shredding· 
process. Performance bonds will be signed with the contractor. 

Dave Geister presented an Energy From Waste Incinerator pamphlet. 

Mr. Brumberg stated that DNR has sent notices to all auto salvage 
yards regarding the need for licenses for disposing· of waste 
tires and that these tires are to be disposed of properly. 

Mr. Geister stated he would like to be the subcontractor with the 
contractor chosen by DNR. Mineral extraction plans were 
discussed. Mr. Geister felt that if all tires were removed, he 
would not be able to start an orchard. All proposals were to 
have addressed the removal of all tires in the quarry. Jim 
suggested that the walls be tapered down to prevent injury and 
protect the walls from any damage. Discussion regarding· future 
plans for terracing the quarry after the tire removal. One side 
of the quarry is very close to a neighboring property line. Jim 
suggested that Mr. Geister present a plan for restoring and or 
filling in the quarry to the Committee after the tires are 
removed. 

Zoning Committee was recessed by Chairperson. 
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Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Tim and Jodi Wiff - variance for an attached garage and to repair 
existing basement wall in Martell Township. Public hearing 
notice was read. Plans were presented by Mr. Wiff. The garage 
would require a 50 foot variance for State Hwy. 63. No 
objections were received. Jim has recommended approval. Motion 
by Marge Baldwin to approve the 50 foot variance; seconded by 
Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Board of Adjustment was convened. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting- back to order. 

Bernard and June Olson - conditional use permit for a bed & 
breakfast and primitive-type camp area in Trenton Township. 
There are two homes on the property. Mr. Olson relayed that 4 
bedrooms can be used without community kitchen facilities. The 
campground area would hold 30 units for primitive camping- with 
possibly a few RV'-s. A bunk house will be available with one 
bedroom and the main house will have 3- bedrooms. No breakfast 
w-ill be served for the camping- people. Motion by Carl 
Braunrei ter to approve the conditional use permit but approval 
does not approve any new septic system; seconded by Francis 
Coulson. Discussion regarding sanitary facilities for the 
camping residents. Mr. Olson stated he will not be seeking this 
at this time and that there is a privy there now. Hiking trails 
would be available on the 90-100 acres of wooden area. State 
permits will be received from the Division of Health. Don 
Johnson stated there are no objections from the Township. Motion 
carried. 

Charles Gardas - special exception to make modifications to an 
existing- utility building- on the Island in Trenton Township. 
Public hearing notice was read. The roof of an existing utility 
building was removed and replaced. New siding- has been placed on 
the building-. This has been mentioned at the Township, but no 
decision has been made. DNR has stated that if the modifications 
were more than 50% of the fair market value, they should not have 
been made. Jim stated that his original suggestion stands; that 
the modifications to the non-conforming building were done 
without a permit and no contact was made with the Zoning- Office 
to see what could be done and that considering the Floodplain 
ordinance that is mandated by the Federal Government, through the 
State and to the County, that the building- be torn down or 
removed. 

Marge Baldwin moved that the special exception permit be denied 
and the building be removed or destroyed; seconded by Francis 
Coulson. It has been determined that the construction has passed 
the 50% assessment. The building is twice the height it was. 
Motion carried. Marge Baldwin made the motion to have the 
building removed within 60 days; seconded by Francis ·Coulson. 
Motion carried. 
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Copies of the deed for Mary 1 s Supper Club was brought to the 
Committee by Mr. Gardas's attorney. Appraised values and bids 
for construction or repair were presented. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning Committee back to order. 

Discussion regarding Trumpeter Valley- and the progress of the 
adoption of the PUD ordinance. DNR relayed that the marina would 
probably- not be approved. The PUD ordinance will proceed as 
planned and should be on the agenda for the May- County Board 
meeting. 

Public hearing for Uniform Numbering System. 

Union Township relayed that the fire and ambulance departments 
are very pleased to have this type of system in the County to 
help simplify findings residences. 

The cost of the system w-ill depend on the number of roads and 
size of the township. It was discussed that each township will 
be responsible for paying for the numbering- w-ithin their borders. 
The County has paid for the planning- and the maps. 

Discussion regarding- the County being able to make the signs. 

Gilman Township stated they have already purchased the signs and 
posts. 

Neil Gulbranson - Sheriff'-s Dept. questioned the updating of new 
residences and that they understood that the Planning or Zoning 
Departments would be the people responsible for issuing numbers 
at the time a permit is issued. He suggests that one person be 
responsible. It was discussed that Pierce Pepin Electric has a 
map which shows all residents. 

Mike Lang discussed how- other counties are issuing- numbers. In 
St. Croix- County-, they issue the numbers at the time the permits 
are issued. An increase in fees of the permits were made to help 
off-set the costs. 

It was discussed that the records could be kept at the township 
level, but that the issuing of the numbers could be done by- the 
County. 

Rock Elm Township has purchas·ed the road name signs and asked 
what ·to do w-ith them. It was suggested that the new- signs be 
placed under the old s·ign name. Mr. Lang has recommended that 
this would not be done bec-ause. of some confusion. Different size 
signs could be used. Mr. Lang- stated that they have done 43 
counties in the State and that all townships have contracted with 
the county for planning- and that the townships were responsible 
for the materials, except in two counties. 
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Discussion regarding change of road at county lines. Mr. Lang 
showed a map with examples of different numbers and feels there 
should be no confusion. 

Question regarding· the enforcement section of the ordinance. It 
was felt that the enforcement section is for the issuing· of new 
signs. 

Discussion regarding the completion date of 3 years for the 
townships to come into compliance. The Sheriff~s Office has 
suggested that the time frame be moved up as fast as possible. 
Neil Gulbranson stated that the 911 system cannot be installed 
until the road system is completed. Installation of the 911 
system would take approximately 1 1/2 to 2 years. It was felt 
that the 3 years to complete is not unrealistic. 

Penalty section was discussed. The minimum should be deleted and 
should read a forfeit not more than $200.00. The altering of 
sig·ns should be not more than $500.00 along· w·i th penalty 
assessment and costs. 

Discussion regarding· the Zoning and Planning· Office issuing· the 
house number signs with the zoning permits. Under section 3(h}, 
the reporting· of the numbers by the township will be done in 
writing to the Zoning· Office. Under 3(i}, Planning· should be 
changed to Zoning. Addition of signs being placed within 10 feet 
of the driveway on the right-of-way line was made. The size of 
the house signs should be added to section 3(d}. earl Braunreiter 
made a motion to approve the ordinance with the above stated 
changes; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. The ordinance 
will be presented to the County Board in May. 

Issuing of the signs will be investigated w-ith other counties to 
see how they handle this. Discussion regarding· the Highway 
Department making· the signs. This will also be checked into. 

Carl Braunrei ter made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF ZONING 
& 

PUD PUBLIC HEARING 

9/A 6py 
6un1y efe,k ~~ orr~ 

The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly on 
the 2nd day of May 1989 for a Public Hearing for the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) ordinance at 8:00 p.m. in the meeting room of 
the Pierce County Highway Department building .. 

PRESENT: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, Sam 
Huffman, and Francis Coulson. 

OTHERS: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Deb Wo jtowski, and see 
attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Public Hearing notice was read for the Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) public hearing. 

Jim read a column from the Planning Commission from the City of 
Burnsville regarding information and advantages of Planned Unit 
Developments (PUD's). 

Summary of chang€s from the last PUD public hearing on March 16th 
were addressed. These changes were: decrease in the maximum 
overall density from 20 units per acre to 8; an addition of an 
enforcement section and a definition section; requirements for 
preliminary and final plats; the institution of a development 
agreement between the county and a developer; the need for annual 
review on progress being made; and requirements that storm water, 
grading and erosion plans be reviewed and approved by the Soil 
Conservation Service. Some minor language changes were made. 
Jim read through all the changes that were made from the last 
ordinance. 

Public concern regarding performance bonds being required. The 
ordinance states that the Zoning Committee may require a 
preformance bond. Jim discussed that not all developments would 
need to have a bond as some PUD's will be small developments with 
minimal impacts. 

Questions regarding the definition of a bluffline. Lengthy 
discussion regarding this definition and where the bluffline 
would start. The committee will look into this matter. 

Public concern regarding total developer fee was addressed. 
Discussion regarding fee amounts for the application. It was 
suggested to change the fee to a minimum amount of $2,000.00 or 
0. 03 percent of the total finished project cost whichever is 
greater. 

Lengthy discussion re: bluffline definition. It was suggested to 
eliminate that the bluffline is to be determined by a soil 
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scientist and landscape architect from the definition and to be 
determined by a registered land surveyor only. 

Discussion regarding bonds. It was suggested that the Zoning 
Committee shall, instead of "may", consider the requirements for 
a performance bond, certificate of deposit or other form of 
financial assurance. Letter of credit will be eliminated. 

Bluffline definition was discussed regarding the distanc.e of the 
slope and where the slope would start to exceed the 12%. It was 
suggested to leave the definition as is with the elimination of 
soil scientist and landscape architect. 

Lengthy discussion regarding arbitary laws. 

Jim relayed that for the county to adopt a building code all that 
is needed is to have it passed by the County Board and hire 
personnel to enforce it. The· townships will be contacted for 
their input. The County did try to adopt a building code in the 
past, but the Town's Association did not approve of it 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF MEETI~G OF ZONING I PLAt!aifnty f!le.,J;. ~~ Offta 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 17th day of May 1989, at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting 
room of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Sam Huffman, and Francis Coulson. 

Others present: 
list. 

Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, and see attached 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Marge Baldwin. 
Minutes of the April 13th meeting were presented. Changes were; 
Pepin County ordinance states "if the tanks are not" pumped 
correctly, and the Sub-committee - "owners" should be removed. 
Motion by Chuck Kline to except the minutes as amended; seconded 
by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Next Zoning meeting was scheduled for June 15th, 1989. 
sites at 3:00 p.m., discussion of items could proceed 
viewing. 

View 
after 

Vouchers were presented. Motion by Francis Coulson to approve 
vouchers; seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Wieser's Concrete Products Conditional use for mineral 
extraction in Salem Township. Public Hearing notice was read. 
Red Mears from Wieser's stated they are operating at the 
river bottoms and would like to move into the top of the hill 
adjacent to the wash plant. Quarry will be doubled if permit is 
granted. Salem Township has already given Wieser's a permit for 
2 years. DNR has given them a permit for 10 years which will 
expire in 1997. They are planning to extract 75,000 yards, but 
with no prediction of completion date. County Staff 
recommendation would be side slopes no greater than 2 to 1, 
extensive restoration plans and to take a close look at the 
restoration plans. A 20' bench should be looked at; the bench 
could be twice as wide as the depth. Other counties require the 
same type of information. Plans have been submitted, but should 
include some more information regarding types of soils, kinds of 
vegetation and seeding rates. Sam Huffman recommended tabling 
the permit until more information is supplied for restoration 
and vegetation plans, and issuing a temporary permit for 
continuation. Jim mentioned that 2 to 1 slopes would be 
preferable and bonding for restoration of $1,000 per acre should 
be required. Motion was made by Sam Huffman that Wieser's 
Concrete Products be given a temporary Use Permit until a 
satisfactory plan is submitted for approval of the conditional 
use permit with a limit of September 1st, 1989; seconded by Carl 
Braunrei ter. Restoration of present conveyor site should be 
submitted also. Motion carried. 
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Discussion regarding County policy and procedures for issuing 
conditional use permits for quarries. 

Bob Mast and Mark Mast of Mast Fiber Fuels, contractors for a 
conditional use permit to remove tires from a quarry in Oak Grove 
Township. Loren Brumberg, DNR, stated that the tires will be 
trucked out. The tire removal process will begin on June 26th, 
1989 with a completion date of January 1st, 1990. There will be 
no processing in the quarry - just trucks coming and going. 
Heavy equipment will load the tires onto trucks and transport 
them from cty. Rd. Q to Cty. Rd E and then to Hwy. 35. There 
should be 6 loads per day. Hours of operation will be 
approximatly 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., 6 days a week. ·Noise 
should not be a factor. The intention of the process will be to 
remove all tires from the quarry. Motion was made by Sam Huffman 
to grant a conditional use permit; seconded by Chuck Kline. 
Motion carried. 

It was suggested by the Masts that 
other tire disposal sites, and 
tires. A trailer could be set up 
dispose of tires to be hauled out. 
for public awareness. 

they could work with dealers, 
townships to remove waste 

at the site for residents to 
Some publication can be done 

Discussion regarding new job description in Land Management 
Office. Motion by Chuck Kline to put the job description of.the 
Administrative Assistant on the next agenda; seconded by Sam 
Huffman.· Motion carried. Chuck made a motion to adopt the job 
description and recommend approval to County Board; seconded by 
Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding the combining of the Zoning and Planning 
into the Land Management Office and moving into one office space. 
Sam Huffman moved that the Committee support the move to the 
Courthouse; seconded by Francis. Motion carried. 

Date for interviews for the Zoning Administrator was set for June 
9th at 1:00 p.m. 

Removal of land from farmland preservation for a County 
communication tower on 2 acres in Sec. 28 of Spring Lake 
Township was brought to the Committee. Motion was made by Sam 
Huffman to remove the 2 acres from farmland preservatioon for the 
communication tower; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

PUD discussion. Jim Hulbert suggests that the definition for 
bluff line should be changed. Bluff line discussion and how 
the definition should read. Discussion regarding removing the 
definition. Committee decided to remove the definition. 
Discussion regarding changing the fee to 0. 03 or $2,000.00, 
whichever is greater; addition of a fee for. public hearing 
notice, letter of credit is to be removed from the Bonds section 
and will be · changed from "may" to "shall consider the 
requirement for a performance bond", and to pay the usual fee for 
the building permit shall be added. Discussion regarding 
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bonding being required for a PUD project and the need for 
flexibility for smaller PUD's. Francis Coulson made a motion to 
approve the ordinance with mentioned changes and present it to 
the County Board; seconded by Sam Huffman. Carl Braunreiter 
voting "no". Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding subdivision and certified survey map 
ordinances. Bob Sheffers presented procedures for preliminary 
maps. Jim Hulbert discussed the planned scenario for a CSM and 
subdivision steps, and suggested changes for fees. The option to 
view sites by the Committee will be left up to the Committee. 
Bob Sheffers has suggested adding a time frame to the steps for 
reviews. A time frame of 30 days from the time all the 
information is submitted to the Zoning Committee to schedule a 
public hearing was suggested. Steps for a conceptual plan were 
presented. Site visits by the Zoning Committee shall be made 
after the presentation of the conceptual plan. All information 
could be submitted at this time. The ordinance would have to be 
revised to adopt the new steps for subdivision and certified 
survey maps. Discussion regarding redoing the whole ordinance 
and have a revision of the ordinance and a public hearing would 
be required. 

Jim Hulbert discussed the need to have an informational meeting 
for mineral extraction and not have to necessarily change the 
mineral extraction ordinance. The changes. will be put on the 
agenda for the next Zoning meeting. A policy will be drafted to 
describe the procedures of an application for mining and have a 
public hearing regarding these polices. Ron Bartell was present 
to ask about the bonding procedure for gravel mining and his 
concerns regarding a mining operation possibly next to his home. 
Scott Shoepp expressed his concerns regarding a 300 feet 
consideration for quarries from a dwelling and feels the need for 
stricter regulations. 

Building code adoption was discussed. Addition of new personnel 
would be required. The townships would have to be contacted to 
see how they feel about adopting the building code. Walter 
Schade will be contacted regarding a building code for him to 
address to the Town's Association. ··., 

Jim Hulbert informed the Committee about a construction company's 
violations and complaints. A demolition site has been visited by 
Jim. The DNR has been to the site. A policy should be set for 
demolition sites. Jim feels a solid waste ordinance should be 
drawn-up for the County. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to adjourn; seconded by Chuck Kline. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF 

BOARD 

9t&--f!opy 
MEETING ~F ZONING' PLAf!Jrfnly t!le.tk. ~ Of{la. 
OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 15th day of June 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting 
room of the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Sam Huffman, Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Terri Rinki, 
Phyllis Beastrom & Ione Christenson. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Marge Baldwin. 
Motion by Chuck Kline and seconded by Francis Coulson to approve 
minutes of May 2nd, 1989. Motion carried. 

July 13th at 7:30 p.m. at the Pierce Pepin Electric Building will 
be a public hearing for Trumpeter Valley's Development Plan. 
Zoning meeting was set for July 20th, at the Highway Department 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Carl 
Braunreiter; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Zoning Committee was recessed by Chairperson. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Henry and Terri Rinke special exception for a veterinarian 
clinic in Ellsworth Township. Public hearing notice was read. 
Terri Rinki was present. She stated she is a veterinarian and is 
currently. working in Baldwin. They would like to construct a 
pole-type building, 36x40 feet to be used for storage of a truck 
and for small animal surgery with small kennel place - no 
boarding. Exam room and office place would also be included. 
Practice comprising of 50-75% large animal work and 25 - 50% 
would be the small animal work- surgery and vaccinations. One 
bathroom would be in the building with sinks in the exam room 
and a hose area in garage and kennel area. Possibly 1 to 2 
animals would be boarded overnight. Wastewater facilities would 
need state approval. Jim recommends approval. There are no 
close neighbors. Discussion regarding infectious wastes. 
Township has no objection. Marge Baldwin made a motion to 
approve the special exception depending on the handling of the 
infectious waste and contigent upon the permit for the 
septic system. Seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline recessed Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Jim discussed well code and a permitting program. 
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Zoning Committee was recessed by Chairperson. 

Chuck Kline called Board of Adjustment back to order. 

Jennifer Nelson - special exception permit for an interior 
decorating business in River Falls Township. Public hearing 
notice read. Jennifer Nelson presented a plot plan of the site 
where ... the building of the old. Forestville School house. is 
located. The building will be renovated. A bathroom will be 
installed in the renovation of the building. A certified soil 
tester has been contacted and a new septic system will be 
installed pending approval of the permit. Mrs. Nelson has 
contacted the National Historial Society regarding the building. 
A parking lot will be installed on the south side of the building 
with 4 stalls and one will be handicap. Five to six customers 
could be at the store within one day. Samples will be displayed 
and the building will be under 25,000 cubic feet. Jim recommends -
approval and the Township also has no objections. Marge Baldwin 
made a motion to approve the special exception permit pending a 
new sanitary system; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called Zoning meeting back to order. 

Jim relayed information regarding violations in the st. Croix 
.... Riverway. -· Property owned by Mike Mantemfel in the Ri verway has 

been cleared down to the river and a new foundation has been 
built with a new deck and new stud walls on the existing cabin. 

Another complaint regarding a 80 acre farm in Rock Elm and a 
neighbor dumping truck loads of concrete on a driveway. A no 
trespassing sign and a snow fence were removed and the concrete 
just dumped there by the neighbor. Pictures were presented. 

Highway Committee has decided to hire a professional civil 
engineer at 60% time. This person would be used for planning of 
roads and have soil and mining expertise and could be a 
registered land surveyor. It was felt that the 40% time left 
could be used by Land Management Department. Jim discussed the 
need for a new person to enforce the well code and water quality. 

Discussion regarding the future needs of the Department. Jim 
discussed an outline of the new Department with possible new 
personnel. New personnel positions were discussed. 

St. Croix County has refused working with Pierce County on 
consulting with a firm for a new zoning ordinance. 

Discussion regarding floodplain ordinances. 

Discussion regarding the needs for new personnel in the 
department. A 2/5 engineer and an administrative assistant 
position will be requested. 

2 



Discussion regarding fees for late permits. This ordinance has 
been turned over to Deb Wojtowski for review and she is working 
on this. 

Jim presented a cerified survey map in Trenton Township that was 
submitted for review. The property description shows the property 
in a different location. The map can not be approved by the 
office as it is a non-comforming lot. The surveyorwould like. to 
request a variance hearing. Bob Sheffers will be asked to attend 
and also Don Johnson. 

Motion was made by Carl Braunreiter to adjourn; seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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& 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment 
Committee met jointly on the 25th day of May 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the meeting room of the Pierce County Highway building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunrei ter, Chuck Kline, 
Francis Coulson, and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson, Ed Hass, Deb 
Wojtowksi and see attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes from last meeting were approved 
Braunreiter; seconded by Francis Coulson. 

on a motion by 
Motion carried. 

Carl 

Next meeting date was set for June 28, 1989 at 5:30 to view sites 
and 7:30 for regular meeting. The press personnel are invited to 
view sites with the Committee members. 

Vouchers were presented. Carl Braunrei ter made a motion for 
approval; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Jim presented signs sent by Lang Enterprises for the new 
numbering system. The townships, on a 100% basis, would like to 
see the County purchase the signs and the Zoning Office iss\le 
the numbers. The County Board would like to see a change in the 
number of years for a complete date from 3 to 2 and· another 
public hearing on the proposed changes. It was suggested to 
contact the townships regarding the changes first. The Law 
Enforcement Committee has suggested that the 911 system could be 
installed within 2 years. Lang Enterprises has a price of $16.25 
per sign and post installed. It was suggested to receive bids on 
this project. 

Marge Baldwin recessed the Zoning meeting. 

The Board of Adjustment was called to order by Chairperson Chuck 
Kline. 

Charles Gardas - special exception permit to reconstruct burnt 
business on the Island in Trenton Township. Public hearing 
notice was read. Mr. Gardas was present to discuss construction 
plans to reconstruct the burnt building. A new roof would be 
constructed. Plans are to stay with the existing size - no 
expansions. Mr. Gardas explained that he would not being opening 
the business as a restaurant, but as an import;export business 
and he does not plan on using it as a liquor service. Jim stated 
he would not have any objections if it would be a gift store type 
business and that all floodproofing measures are followed. A 
letter was read from Gary Lepak, Floodplain Engineer, DNR. 
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Floodproofing measures were explained. Jim recommended that Mr. 
Gardas contact an engineer that is experienced with floodproofing 
measures. Discussion regarding electrical services being put 
above the floodplain level. Questions regarding floodproofing 
costs being included in the 50% construction costs. 

Motion made by Marge Baldwin to grant the special exception 
permit on conditions that Mr. Gardas work closely with the Zoning 
Office with floodproofing plans, landscaping and demolition 
plans; seconded by Francis Coulson. Discussion regarding all 
modifications approved by DNR. Mr. Gardas ask about landscaping 
and plans will have to be submitted to the Zoning Office. Motion 
asked for and carried. Substantial progress should be made 
within a year. 

Neil Bostrom - variance for a carport with future plans for a 
deck on top of the carport. Public hearing notice was read. The 
existing garage sets closer to the road then what the proposed 
carport would be. A 29 foot variance is being requested. Jim 
suggested approval. Motion by Francis Coulson to approve the 
variance; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Discussion regarding a well code. It was suggested that the 
Zoning Office at least check into a permit process. The County 
would need to adopt an ordinance first. DNR will be contacted 
and invited to a meeting to explain the process to the Committee. 
Discussion regarding modifications to existing wells. Well
drillers could also be invited. 

Mr. Hass discussed the need for well logs. There are 
approximately 5,000 wells in Pierce County with only 1,500 logs 
on these wells. 

_Mr. Tom Steffens presented a letter to the Committee regarding 
Trumpeter Valley's proposed changes and requested a zoning and 
public hearing meeting for these changes. Mr. Steffens discussed 
the problem the development is facing now with time frames, etc. 
Oak Grove will be having a public hearing on June 21, 1989. Mr. 
Steffens presented a map showing 146 three acre lots. He stated 
that the Trumpeter Valley developers have looked at all 
considerations regarding tax impact, school age children, and 
marketing needs. All lots are being planned with individual 
septic systems. All site and soil reports will be taken on each 
lot. All lots would be laid out for a subdivision approval. 
Covenants would be developed regarding home construction, sizes, 
and the golf course. Most of the lots would be facing the golf 
course with easements for the course. Roads would be constructed 
at township standards. 

Jim made suggestions regarding a conceptual plan phase 
presentation and to finalize some more details for the parkland 
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dedication. It was suggested that the developers submit a formal 
application for a rezone and a conditional use permit which would 
adhere to the new PUD (Planned Unit Development) ordinance. The 
developers would agree to abide by the procedures in the new 
ordinance. They will make application for the June 28, 1989 
meeting. 

Discussion regarding the Land Management Records. Mr. Hass was 
present to discuss that financial assistance may be available and 
that State legislation is pending a law regarding development of 
this service. It is a major program which would take a couple of 
years to get into place. 

Discussion regarding mineral extraction plans and restoration 
plans, when the need for a permit is needed and when should a 
permit expire. Press releases could be sent out to make the 
public aware of the permitting process. Policy procedures will 
be drawn-up for mineral extraction. 

Discussion regarding a policy to stop a violation that is in 
process when no one is around to talk to. Signs could be ordered 
and posted on the property. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Sam 
Huffman. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment 
Committee met jointly on the 28th day of June, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the REA building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Sam Huffman, Francis Coulson. 

Others present: 
list. 

Jim Hulbert, Mary Jo Larson and see attached 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes of May 17th were presented. Changes in minutes should 
be: quarry on top to be doubled 1n size according to outline 
presented by Weiser's and a permit by Salem Township was 
extended for 2 years as per letter submitted by Salem Township. 
Motion by Francis Coulson to approve as amended; seconded by 
Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Next Zoning Meeting was set for July 26th, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Pierce County Highway Department building. 

Vouchers were presented. Chuck Kline made a'motion for approval; 
seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Marge Baldwin recessed the Zoning meeting. 

The Board of Adjustment was called to order by Chairperson Chuck 
Kline. 

Roger Jilk - variance for garage in El Paso Township. Public 
hearing notice was read. Roger Jilk has requested a 17' variance 
The house is closer to the road then where the garage will be 
constructed. Township has no objections and Jim recommends 
approval. Marge Baldwin made a motion that the variance be 
granted, but if the garage has to be moved, because a road 
change; it will be the responsibility of the owner; 
seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

James and Roberta Platz - variance on the st. croix Riverway to 
construct a utility addition to the dwelling and to permit a 
previous addition to the dwelling in Clifton Township. Public 
hearing notice was read.· Plans were presented. No comment from 
the Township was.received. A deck had been enclosed previously 
without a permit. Dan Koich, from DNR, was present to discuss 
the proposal. He stated he has no problems with the previous 
enclosure or the addition of the utility. A tour by boat was 
made and the additions will not be visible from the river. The 
house --:·ainted a turauoise is visible from the 
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house be repainted with an earthtone color. ~iscusslon regarding 
earthtone colors and the Munsell color chart. Dan Me Guiness, 
Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area Commission, stated it is not 
required to put conditions on variances but feels it would be a 
good recommendation to attach to the variance to come into 
compliance with the earthtone colors. 

Marge Baldwin made a motion to grant the variance permit for the 
storage area addition and for the previous alterations and that 
the house will be repainted within 8 years to an earthtone color; 
seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion by Sam Huffman to amend to 3 
years to come into compliance with the earthtone colors. Motion 
failed. 

Mr. Flatz discussed the purchasing of the house and that he would 
come into compliance when it would need repainting or residing 
and that he will check with the Zoning Office regarding what 
qualifies as an earthtone color. 

Marge Baldwin made a motion to amend her previous motion to 5 
years to comply with ·earth tone colors and that permits be 
obtained from the Township; seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion 
carried. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Trumpeter Valley conceptual plan. Jim reviewed the process with 
the PUD ordinance and stated he has worked with the Trumpeter 
Valley developers for the past year. One hundred fifty single 
family homes with up to 24 rental units, a golf course, dockage 
area and a club house are being proposed. 

Mr. Ned Dayton was present to discuss the concept plan. He feels 
it will fit into the rural agriculture area. Some lots are 1 1/2 
acres and some are over 5 lots. Rental units were discussed and 
would be available for members of the golf course to use. They 
are not trying to compete with area motels and inns. Green space 
is approximately 60 % and does not include the open space of the 
lots- one house.per every 6 acres of the project is expected. 
Density, slopes, soils and development plans maps were presented. 
Mr. John Klick explained the maps. The development plan map 
showed the areas for single family dwellings, golf cottages, 
recreational cottages, golf course, golf course support, roads, 
common area, and 200 slip docks. Total site area 893.71 acres. 
A 13 acres site has been designated as parkland on Highway 35. 
Small details could change with construction of the golf course. 

Jim showed where the Indian mounds were loca-::ed or.. the existing 
s.:.~e 
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completed. 

Discussion regarding groundwater contamination with a grouping of 
septic systems and grouping of wells and the possiblity ot 
groundwater monitoring before and after construction of 
dwellings. 

Mr. Dayton will be working with the DNR in upgrading the trout 
stream. Public access from County Q and the Mississippi River 
would be available. Permanent easements would be drawn-up .with 
the deeds. An architectural review committee will review 
building plans and landscape plans. There will be cabin-type 
homes with no size restrictions. 

The offer of the 13 acres for parkland will be presented to the 
Parks Committee. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to accept the conceptual plan as 
presented by Trumpeter Valley. Jim recommends approval. Seconded 
by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

The next step is for the Township to approve the conceptual plan 
and to go ahead with further planning. The Development plan 
approval hearing will by July 13th and a rehearing on July 20th. 

The official PUD adoption of the townships will be on July 3rd. 
No townships have objected to this date as of yet. 

Ruth Johnson, DNR was present to discuss a well code for the 
County. She presented a hand-out for a program with the DNR 
guidelines. As of July 1, 1987, 5 counties can do a variable 
program of 4 levels. The levels are: 1. ) well location; 2.) 
pump installation permitting; 3.) existing private well 
inspections; and 4.) is well construction which needs levels 1, 
2, and 3 for a year. The County can set their own permit fees. 
No reinforcement if offered by the DNR, but they do supply the 
training for the personnel. · Before the County can qualify, it 
would need DNR level one training session and would need 
recertification every year. 

Discussion regarding water testing that has already been 
completed in Pierce County. 

A copy of ordinance once it is drafted should be sent to Ruth, 
and a letter from Corporation counsel regarding the enforcement 
of the ordinance. 

Nitrate testing could be an option to the County. 
nitrate problems in the waters o~ ?~erce Countv. 

There are 



Discussion regarding additional time for personnel ~o govern the 
we~l 8ode program. 

Jim brought to the Committee personnel reques~ of 1990. 

Jim presented a letter from the River Falls Township. Jim 
discussed the request of River Falls, Gilman, and Martell wanting 
the County to help with an ordinance on exclusive agriculture 
zoning which would be adopted by option of each Township. 

Jim discussed the renumbering ordinance. 
hearing with the townships. 

There could be a 

The Lower St. Croix Ri verway will be having a public meeting 
July 6th, 1989 at 7:00 - 9:.00 p.m. 

Letter from DNR was presented regarding a hearing for changes in 
the floodplain ordinance. Letters and concerns will have to be 
received at the DNR office by July 7th, 1989 for any input of 
these changes. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING 
& 

PLANNING MEETING 

'.Jlfe: Cop.y 
County Cfe.&, ~~ Dff~.a 

The Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly on the 13th day of 
July, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room of the Pierce-Pepin 
Electric building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck_ Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Francis Coulson and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Tom Steffens, John Klick, Ned 
Dayton and see attached list. 

Chairperson Marge Baldwin called the meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m. Marge introduced Tom Steffens and John Klick from the 
Trumpeter Valley Development Corporation. 

Tom Steffens indicated that a major change in the planning had 
occurred. Lot lines no longer go through the golf course and the 
ponds. 

John Klick said that the lot lines were changed as a result of 
community concerns. Approximately 60 lots next to the golf 
course had been reduced, with a minimum lot size of 21,500 square 
feet. The remaining_ 90 lots would range in size from 3 to 7 
acres. There was no increase in the number of lots-- or iri overall-
density. About 58% of the project will remain protected as open 
space. The developers do not have any interes_t in any other 
project, including Metropolitan Resorts, Inc. There are 10-15 
minority stock holders. Marketing strategy will be to sell 
between 30 and 40% of the golf club memberships before the 
development will be completely financed. Then the final 
development plan will be submitted for approval and construction 
would then start. 

Bob Schmidt inquired about lot placement and regulations 
governing lot placement. John Klick and Tom Steffens explained 
that the lots would be placed after the golf course is designed 
and that they would meet all subdivision regulations. 

Dennis Gagnier wondered how the hydrants that would withdraw pond 
water during the winter would function. John Klick stated that a 
line from the bottom of the ponds would connect to adjacent 
hydrants so that water could be withdrawn during any weather. 
The water would also be filtered. 

Phillipe Gallandet asked who would review architectural and 
building plans. John Klick and Tom Steffens stated that an 
architectural review committee comprised of association members 
would provide the review. Jim Hulbert stated that plans would 
also be reviewed at the Township and County levels when zoning 
permits are applied for. Submitted plans would be compared with 
u~derstandings outlined in the development plan. 
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Phillipe also stated that no development should be permitted next 
to the Indian mounds. 

Bob Schmidt questioned the impact on neighboring property taxes. 
Ned Dayton stated that their tax study showed that neighboring 
taxes should not go up as a result of Trumpeter Valley. 

Rob Bignell asked if Trumpeter Valley had begun to solicit 
members. Ned Dayton said no. Rob then asked when members would 
be sought. John Klick said immediately after development plan 
approval, and that it would be difficult to estimate how long the 
drive for membership would take . 

. Dennis Gagnier asked how many soil samples were taken. John 
Klick said just one near the 18th green. 

Phillipe Gallandet wondered if Balsam Drive would be able to 
handle the influx of heavy equipment and the new residents once 
the development was underway. Jim Green stated that the 
intersection with State Highway 35 would have to be 
reconstructed for safety purposes, but the road itself should be 
able to handle the traffic. This was also stated by Carl 
Braunreiter. 

·· Phillilpe Gallandet inquired about the building schedule. John 
Klick stated that the golf course would be the primary initial 
focus. The golf course would be designed first,. then the. lot 
lines would be -finalized • 

. Corliss Henderickson needed more information regarding financial 
assurances. How was the amount to be determined. He suggested 
the advice of a bonding company be obtained in setting the amount 
and redemptions schedule. 

Mark Gunderman asked about the legality of having a gate to 
control access to a township road, paid for by taxpayers. This 
may be illegal, so that if the roadways within the project are 
indeed turned. over to the Township, the -public may have 
continuous access to the development. 

A letter· from .. Phillip's Plastic Corporation regarding Trumpeter 
Valley was read. 

The hearin9 for Trumpeter Vall.ey was adjourned. 

Personnel needs of the Department were reviewed. It was decided 
that a 2/5's engineer position be requested to be concurrent with 
the 3/5's engineer position being requested by the Highway 
Department to make a full-time position. 

A meeting with the Oak Grove Township Planning Committee was 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 18th at 5:30 p.m. at the Highway 
Department building. 

Two Zoning mee~ings were set for the month of August. On August 
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15th, site inspections will begin at 2:30p.m. and the meeting 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Highway Department building. The 
second regular Zoning meeting will be on August 22nd. Site 
inspections will be made at 5:30p.m. and the meeting will 
commence at 7:30 p.m. at the Highway Department building. 

Gravel and rock mining was also discussed. Because of the number 
of pending extraction permits, a meeting was set for August 8th 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Highway Department building to finalize our 
policies regarding extraction activities. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 

Submitted by, 
Jim Hulbert 
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MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment 
Committee met jointly on the 20th day of July, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Pierce County Highway building . 

. Members present: Chuck Kline, carl Braunreiter, sam Huffman, 
Francis Coulson, Marge Baldwin. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, steve Raith, Mary Jo Larson and see 
attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes for May 25th and June 15th were approved. 

vouchers were presented. 
. seconded by Sam Huffman. 

Chuck Kline made a motion for approval; 
Motion carried . 

The next Zoning Meetings are July 26th, August 8th, August 15th, 
August 22nd, at 7:30 p.m. in the Pierce County Department Highway 
building and there will be a joint meeting of the Zoning, 
Planning and Solid Waste Committee on August 23rd, 1989 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Pierce County Highway Department building 

Discussion regarding another vehicle for the Land Management 
Department for use for 1/2 Zoning and 1/2 Planning. It was 
suggested that a vehicle could be used from the Highway Dept. and 
reimbursed on a mileage basis. Discussion regarding the minor 
accident with the County Zoning car. An estimate of $514.87 was 
presented. It was decided not to have the car repaired at this 
time. 

Marge Baldwin recessed the Zoning meeting. 

The Board of Adjustment was called to order by Chairperson Chuck 
Kline. 

George and Jean Jackish - special exception for a recreational 
camper on the Island in Trenton Township. Public hearing notice 
was read. There were no objections received from the Township. 
The land was purchased in 1974 and a trailer was placed there in 
1976. Mrs. George Jackish stated that they never were notified 
that they had to have a permit for a trailer before this. She 
stated that since last winter, there has been many changes on 
the Island. A new addition to a trailer house has been 
constructed on a neighboring property. Pictures were presented 
of the trailer. Mr. Jackish stated they are here to ask for the 
possibility of a larger trailer. Jim discussed the permit 
procedure they applied for in April 1988. Minutes were read from 
the April 26th, 1988 meeting. Jim relayed that recreational 
vehicles are allowed but must be removed in time of high water. 
Steve Raith stated that in Jackson County the DNR allows the 
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campers, but they must be removed after the weekend use. 

Delbert Johnson relayed that there are all kinds of problems on 
the Island. Discussion regarding grandfathering in what is there 
now. 

Marge Baldwin made a motion to grant the special exception permit 
for the recreational camper; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Discussion regarding removal of the recreational camper after 
occupancy. Jim recommends that the recreational camper be 
approved but removed in time of high water. Motion carried. 

Delbert Johnson asked about a meeting in the fall of 1989 for the 
residents on the Island. Marge Baldwin has suggested making a 
video tape of the Island and what is there now. 

Wallace Truttmann - variance for garage in Diamond Bluff 
Township. Public hearing notice was read. No comments from the 
Township have been received. Mrs. Truttmann explained they 
couldn't move the proposed garage back from the road as there is 
a REA buried cable. Jim recommends approval of the variance as 
it could be considered a hardship. Motion by Francis Coulson to 
approve the 10' variance and if the building has to be moved it 
will be the responsibility of the property owner; seconded by 
Marge Baldwin. Motion carried. 

Board of Adjustment was recessed by Chairperson Chuck Kline. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Trumpeter Valley - rehearing for plan approval. Letter was read 
by Chairperson Marge Baldwin from Phillips Plastic company. 
Letter will be made part of the public record. A letter from the 
Oak Grove Town Board of July 19, 1989 stating they approved the 
development plan with conditions that the additional information 
that is requested by the County be submitted to the Township 
also. The additional information that was requested by the 
County is as follows: 

1.) Preliminary plat 
2.) Groundwater status and protection 
3.) Bonding to be submitted for review 
4.) Association agreements 
5.) Restrictive covenants 
6.) scs review of the plans 
7.) Bound narration 
8.) Fire protection plans 
9.) Money instead of Parkland dedication 

10.) State and Federal approvals and 
11.) Money for Oak Grove Township. 

Jim discussed the parkland dedication with the Chairman of the 
Parks Committee. They have suggested that we request the fee 
instead of the parkland dedication. It would be quite costly to 
develop the land into a park. Some items have been submitted 
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already. Plans for monitoring wells have been submitted. Seven 
water samples have been taken. One bad site has been found. Sam 
Huffman lectured on the water flow in the aquifer. Sam stated 
that the nitrates from the golf course greens and the septic 
systems could pose a problem because of the shallow aqu.tfer 
system. Monitoring wells should be installed north of the 
property on the section markers for easy location and a second 
series south of the property and a third series along the 
Mississippi River area. If wells are constructed into the Praire 
de Chien, the drinking water should be okay. 

John Klick met with the Prescott fire chief. Ponds that are 
located on the property can be used for fire protection purposes. 
They would like to use tanker trucks like they use for other 
areas. A sprinkler system will be put in for the club house. 
Boat docks will have to be reviewed again for fire protection and 
construction of a small bridge across the Trimbelle River for 
access purposes. The developers will be working with the DNR on 
the bridge. Discussion regarding the road over the Big River. 
Discussion regarding the fire access to the property. 

Discussion regarding mound systems and a central septic system. 
Jim has stated that septic systems would have to be installed 
according to County and State standards. A central water system 
would be quite costly. Most of the golf course is over the 
deepest soil sites. Pesticide use would be greatly used on the 
course. 

Joe Lawler, neighboring 
property for privacy and 
feels about the project. 
Plastic letter. 

property owner, stated he bought the 
felt he should have been asked how he 
He stated he agreed with the Phillips 

Completion of the preliminary plat should be completed within 
30-60 days. They hope for a conditional approval in October 
19B9. Carl Braunreiter made a motion to grant conditional 
approval based on the submittal of the above mentioned items of a 
preliminary plan, association agreements, scs review and 
acceptance, fire protection, state and federal approvals, 
restrictive covenant and a bonded narration; seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

The approval will be submitted to County Board on July 24th at 
7:30 p.m. The conditiional items will be submitted to the County 
Board. If there is a protest against the application they have 
24 hours to object following board action. The adjoining 
property owners within contiguous 40 acre parcels can object. 

Discussion regarding citation ordinance and the need to enforce 
the citation penalty. steve has suggested a clause regarding 
doubling the fees if work begun before a permit is issued. If 
work is begun without applying for a permit, a citation would 
also be issued. 
would have to be issued. 
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Discussion regarding updating the Zoning ordinance and what 
should be priority. Marge Baldwin suggested having the cost of 
updating the ordinance included in the 1990 budget process. Jim 
will call Richard Lehman for an estimate of number of hours and 
cost for doing this. It was suggested that contributions from 
townships could be possible to help offset the cost. This will 
be discussed at the July 26th meeting. A joint effort with st. 
Croix county will also be looked at again. 

Discussion regarding development of department policy manual. 

Motion was made by Chuck Kline to adjourn; seconded by Carl 
Braureiter. Motion carried. 

Submitted by 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING 
& 

PLANNING MEETING 

9£& Copy 
l!.ounty t!le.J. 14. Offla 

The Pierce County Zoning and Planning Committee met jointly on 
the 26th day of July, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Pierce County 
Highway building. 

Members present: Chuck Kline, Sam Huffman, Don Johnson 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Steve Raith, Mary Jo Larson, and 
see attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Chuck Kline. 

Minutes of the June 28th and July 13th meetings were presented. 
Sam Huffman made a motion to approve them; Seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

Leonard Hines - conditional use hearing for mineral extraction in 
existing quarry in El Paso Township. Public hearing notice was 
read. A map was presented of the site. Mr. Hines stated that he 
went over this with Jim already. He would restore one area by 
creating a pond. There is an existing area of 650' x 600'. Mr. 
Ralph Brown, from Edward Kramer & Sons, is interested in doing 
excavating work here. They have to check to see how much mineral 
is there. The last operation was 10 to 12 years ago. The 
Township has no objections. There were no objections from 
neighbors. 

The stock pile area will remained as is. Sam Huffman moved to 
grant the permit contigent upon: 1) demonstration of the 
economic viability of operating the quarry; (2) permission by DNR 
to evaluate the site for potential sedimentation and 
contamination of the river; (3) providing plans as to when the 
excavating will start, and at what sites work will be done and 
how long the project is expected to last; and ( 4) filing a 
restoration plan for completion of the project and then review by 
the staff and the Committee; seconded by Don Johnson. Discussion 
regarding benching. Jim Hulbert has suggested a 2 to 1 slope and 
Mr. Brown has stated they will use 3 to 1 slopes or flater. 
Three areas are indicated as excavation areas on the map 
submitted, but new plans will be sent to the office for review 
and them submitted to the Committee. Motion carried. 

Farmland Preservation applications approval. 10 applications 
have been submitted to the Soil Conservation Department and they 
have put all their land into the program. The Soil Conservation 
Department is seeking the Zoning Committee's approval for the 10 
applications. The entire farm must be included in the 
application. Sam made a motion that the 10 applications be 
presented to the County Board with a recommendation for approval; 
seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 
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Jim Hulbert announced the 12 items on the agenda to be addressed 
tonight. 

1.) Solid Waste - Pierce County has been working to develop a 
comprehensive solid waste scenario. Jim discussed moving the 
recycling center from Ellsworth to Elmwood by September 1st. One 
employee will be hired so there will be 3 permanent employees by 
fall. Bids for outside contractors to haul recyclables to the 
center will be a possibility. The Village of Ellsworth will now 
need to establish a drop off site for recyclables. A paper 
shredder and baler is being purchased to recycle paper for animal 
bedding. Bales of consistent quality will be sold to farms. The 
baler will process the paper into chips - not the strips. One 
hundred fifty bales of shredded paper is being delivered from 
Fillmore County for demonstration. The demo bales will be in 
strips, though. The bales are suppose to be environmentally 
safe. 

A contract with Sarona landfill will be an option for all 
townships and municapilities for 3 to 5 years and this is being 
worked on now. The fee will be $24.00 per ton and transportation 
cost is $10.00 per ton. The townships will not be forced to use 
the Sarona landfill. There will be 20 to 25 % of unprocessed 
material that will still have to be land filled. Jim announced 
and invited everyone to the August 23rd meeting when this will be 
discussed more. Demo debris landfill sites will be needed and 
only designated sites are to be used. Clay liners could be used 
for the debris sites. The future scenario is to have all of 
Pierce County's wastes handled within the boundaries of Pierce 
County. 

Jim Johnson discussed the proposal on Pierce County's plan for 
solid waste disposal; however, no agreements have been made. 
Pierce County is planning on having a Resource Conservation 
Facility by the middle of next year. A number of options have 
been checked. Pierce County's objective is to: 1.) protect 
human safety; 2.) protect the environment; and 3.) minimize costs 
for recycling. 

The new center should be on a 40 acre site. The building should 
be able to handle the primary waste processing with composting 
shed rows, compost screening area, compost finishing and storage 
and other waste storage area. The composting rows would be 100 
to 200' long and 8' high with possibly 5 rows. Other non
organic materials will be sorted outside and stored in another 
part of the building to be hauled from the area at least one time 
per month. Residuals from the primary waste processing will be 
sent to Sarona. Mr. Johnson feels the residuals could possibly 
total 15%. One hundred percent compliance by Pierce County 
residents is the target. This may be harder for the commercial 
businesses. A penalty fee will be charged for truck loads that 
have to be sorted by the employees. Sewage sludge will not be 
mixed at the site. It does speed up the composting process, but 
is not going to be used. Sludge may contain heavy metals. The 

2 



area will be kept neat and clean and the area will be fenced. 
The schematic plans for the waste in Pierce County are 2 
transfer stations being proposed and a demolition landfill 
located in the east and west side of Pierce County 1 and the 
central resource conservation center. Separation of solid waste 
will have to start in the home. 

Jack Carlson from Hartland Township has asked for consideration 
regarding waste in road side ditches. 

7 4% of respondents in Sheila Harsdorf 1 s survey are in favor of 
recycling. 

Questions were raised regarding an increase in the number of 
trucks used for hauling. Marketing questions were raised. 

Jim Hulbert discussed the need to do a good job of recycling 1 

otherwise there could be a problem with metals. Questions 
regarding used tires. A tire collection will be set up this fall 
with Bob Maust. A small fee will be set for this service. 
Details are being worked out for a 2 to 3 day collection site for 
waste tires while Maust's are here removing tires from the Oak 
Grove tire dump. 

September 6th, at 7:30 p.m. there will be people from the State 
of Minnesota here for a presentation for composting programs. 

2.) Renumbering system- all of the townships have responsed to 
the question if the County should be ordering the signs and 
issuing the new numbers. Mike Lang was present to discuss the 
proposal. Their company has mapped Pierce County. Some 75 % of 
the Townships already have road signs. Lang Enterprises will be 
coordinating the signs and updating all the maps, installing the 
signs, having property owners listing, and a preliminary listing 
will be sent to the townships. Mr. Lang will bill each township 
separately. october could be the designated month for installing 
the system if notified shortly. Some townships have money 
budgeted, some felt in 2 years, but most said they could budget 
next year. Jim has recommended working with Lang Enterprises as 
most of the work has been completed by them and they have offered 
us a good price. Questions regarding replacement cost of the 
signs. Prices will vary depending on the number of signs 
ordered. 

Discussion regarding the time frame for a completion date for the 
numbering system. Jim Hulbert has stated that most townships 
feel that by the end of 1990 1 this could be completed. It was 
questioned if the County could pick up the payment and the 
townships would reimburse the County if they could not budget it 
in 1990. Discussion regarding the signs with the new numbering 
system and the old street name on one sign. Diamond Bluff 
Township already has their signs printed that way. State and 
County roads will stay the same. It was discussed that since the 
County is not paying for the signs, there is no need for bids and 
that the County will be doing the coordination of the system. 
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Sam Huffman made a motion that Pierce County be the coordinator 
of the system, issue the new numbers and use Lang Enterprises for 
uniformity in the County and recommends that the project be 
completed by end of 1990; seconded by Don Johnson. Motion 
carried. 

3.) Floodplains/Shoreland- Jim discussed the problem with these 
ordinances. There will be a hearing this fall to discuss 
flo.odplain issues - what's legal, what can be done and what can't 
be done in these zoned areas. There are 2 sites that have been 
discovered today that were filling in the Shoreland/Floodplain 
with no permits. Mapping updates by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and DNR are being completed for Pierce County 
with an outcome of actual maps of floodplain areas. 

4.) PUD ordinance - all Townships have acted to adopt it. 
Trumpeter Valley has been approved by Oak Grove Township and the 
County, but more information is to be submitted. 

5.) Gravel mining and rock quarries -anyone who is engaging in 
this activity needs a permit. Soil conservation activities will 
not be needing a permit. The applicant will have to provide a 
lot of information to the County for a conditional use permit, 
such as areas to be restored, restoration plans, topsoil 
replaced, sloping, benching plans, and groundwater protection. 
Questions regarding existing pits being grandfathered. The 
Corporatation Counsel is checking on this. In townships that 
have zoning, we can require this permit process. A conditional 
use permit is good for two years. Jim would like to recommend a 
five years renewal process, with a year to year update on each 
permit. Discussion regarding restoring existing large pits and 
the possibility for sloping these and that this could be decided 
on a case-to-case basis. There was discussion regarding notify 
the existing pit owners of restoration plans. A policy for the 
Highway Department has been established that existing quarries 
will be benched. Jim suggested referring people in the townships 
to the County for help. 

6.) Ordinance revision- St. Croix County is reconsidering our 
offer to work together in updating the zoning ordinances. 

7. ) Exclusive Agriculatural Zoning and Farmland Preservation -
Loren Hanson stated he met with the Committee three months ago 
and Gilman has been working on a exclusive ag zoning ordinance to 
be made an option to each township. The Town's Association would 
like to present a plan to the County Board. River Falls Township 
would also like the County to help the townships with this 
ordinance and they would like to see agriculatural land 
designated with its own zone. Ed Hanson from River Falls 
Township, stated that it should be planned for now. They would 
prefer to have the County do it and offer it as an option that 
the townships can adopt. Loren Hanson read Gilman Township's 
proposal regarding an exclusive agricultural plan and they 
suggest presenting it as a referendum. There was discussion 
regarding the number of townships interested in exclusive 
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agricultural zoning. The Town's Association had decided to bring 
it to the County Board. 

8.) Comprehensive Plan- Pierce County does not have one at this 
time. Most counties and municipalities have this type of plan. 
A plan of this type would help identify areas for business, 
industry, open land, and park lands. It was suggested that this 
be hired out to an outside firm. This plan would follow a new 
ordinance adoption. The outside firm would work with the 
Planning and Zoning Department and the Committees. 

Discussion regarding priorities for changes and updates and the 
ordinance revision to be budgeted for in 1990. 

Discussion regarding exclusive ag zoning and the protection of 
the exclusive ag zoning and the Wisconsin Right to Farm laws. 

9.) Bluffline impact - some townships are greatly concerned 
about blufflines. A developer wants to come into Pierce County 
and buy land along the bluffline in Isabelle and Maiden Rock 
Townships to develop homes on. Jim proposed a regional meeting 
to set-up a question and answer forum with Minnesota. 

Pierce County is developing into a tourism area. Lake Pepin 
could be used for tourism. It was asked what could be done about 
a bluffline ordinance. The County could develop a plan to 
protect it. Jim suggests allowing limited development. The 
1000' shoreland zoning does apply now, but should have something 
now like the st. Croix Riverway ordinance. Discussion regarding 
uses of land - more than farming and houses. 

10.) Junk yards- many junk yards are growing and starting in the 
County. One yard has recently been cleaned up. A provision in 
the ordinance now states that all junk and salvage yards need 
licensing on a yearly basis. Mr. Raith discussed the need to 
increase the fees to eliminate the small unlicensed junk yards 
and questions if we are going to enforce this ordinance. The 
ordinance states 3 or more unlicensed vehicles is considered a 
junk yard, which are to be permitted with a conditional use 
permit. If a property owner would want to collect 3 or more 
unlicensed vehicles, then they would have to come in for a 
permit. If the township already has a junk yard ordinance, it 
would apply as long as it is more restrictive and would be 
enforced by the township. 

11.) Holding tanks - discussion regarding townships signing a 
contract and that they are responsible for these tanks being 
pumped. The County would like to eliminate holding tanks. They 
are very expensive to have maintained and some property owners 
are not doing so properly and legally. Attention will be given 
to this at the time of the ordinance update to eliminate them for 
new construction. Discussion regarding the Wisconsin Grant 
Program and the proposed pending changes. 

12.) Mobile homes - a lot of townships already have ordinances 

5 



for mobile homes. It was suggested that the County do something 
regarding a mobile home ordinance when the ordinance is revised. 
There will be restrictions on these. River Falls Township has a 
good ordinance for mobile homes. Existing mobile homes would be 
grandfathered in. 

Discussion regarding holding tank contracts, pumping reports, 
maintenance reports and the fines for non-complicance and the 
County's enforcement. Discussion regarding pumping of holding 
tanks and the disposal of sewage. They need to have the sewage 
disposed of on a DNR approved site. · 

Discussion regarding the removal of underground storage tanks. 
Don Johnson stated that fuel tanks used for heating, do not need 
to be removed. There is a time limit on the length of time that 
all underground tanks have to be removed; depending on the length 
the tank has been buried, size of the tank and the use of the 
tank. Recommendations have been made to test these tanks to see 
if they have leaked or are leaking. 

Sam Huffman made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Chuck Kline. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted by 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING 
& . 

PLANNING MEETING 

9£k Copy 
County ete.ttk. I~ Offic.e. 

The Zoning and Planning Committee met jointing on August 8, 1989 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Highway Department Building. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Francis Coulson, Sam Huffman, 
Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter 

Others present: 
attached list. 

Steve Raith, Jim Hulbert, Don Johnson, and see 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin at 7:30 
p.m. Carl Braunreiter made a motion to approve minutes of July 
20th, 1~89 meeting; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

The date for the next meeting was discussed and since meetings 
were scheduled through August, there was no need to set a date 
at this time. Sam mentioned his pending absences from meetings 
in August due to his Pigeon Lake duties. 

Steve Raith presented a request for additional pay for Mary Jo 
Larson who performed inspections and soil test on-sites in the 
absence of a zoning administrator. Previously this was done and 
the current time span involved similar duties and additional pay 
was received in that instance. It was suggested the union should 
be supporting this action and that Dave Sorenson be contacted for 
procedural options to obtain the funds. 

The vouchers were reviewed and approved on a motion by Chuck 
Kline; seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

The three lot CSM for Floyd and Mary Bolin in Oak Grove Township 
was next reviewed. The errors corrected were discussed. The 
width of the access was discussed. The lot in question has a 33 
foot and normal roads have 66' access. A motion to approve was 
made by Carl Braunreiter; seconded by Sam Huffman. Discussion 
continued on the access width touching vision clearance at inter
sections, single entry points for multiple lots, as well as 
proposed town board approval of CSM's in future code revisions. 
The motion to approve passed unanimously. 

The Farmland Preservation Agreement resolution from the previous 
meeting was signed. 

Merlin Halverson's problem with a neighbor was discussed. Merlin 
displayed photos of the concrete rubble and dirt dumped in his 
driveway by his neighbor. Sympathy was expressed though no 
remedy could be found. The committee suggested contact with the 
Sheriff. 

A large number of concepts for non-metallic mining policies was 
discussed at length. The summation of conclusions as to policy 
is as follows: 



Non-metallic Mining Policy 

1.) 3 to 1 slope or less when done for gravel; 2 to 1 slope or 
less when done for consolidated bedrock. 

2.) Complete restoration plan with restoration staged. 

3.) Erosion control plan. 

4.) Permit review, renewal and non-renewal process. 

5.) Bonding per acre fee based on expected cost; suggested 
$1,000 minimum fee. 

6.) Setbacks: 

100 feet to property lines with vegetation or topographic 
screening; 1, 000 feet to existing residences unless letter of 
permission is obtained, then down to the minimum of 200 feet can 
be used; and new residences will not be considered except that a 
warning will be recorded on the deeds. 

7.) Hours of operation 7:00a.m. to 7:00p.m. 

8.) Groundwater response plan. Pretesting existing wells, etc. 

9.) Impact of washing operations- discharge, etc. 

10.) Dust control. 

11.) a. Topsoil to be replaced as found, including subsoil type 
and depth. Existing soil to be stored on site for reuse. 

b. Use DOT and scs standards and guidance for erosion 
control, etc. 

c. Slopes to be predetermined. 

d. Elevation of finished pit to MSL datum and benchmarks 
to be provided. 

Other related discussion included recommendation to preserve 
areas of non-metallic minerals for future use, fee schedules and 
related issues. Several suggestions such as the renewal period 
for conditional use permits and related fees will need to be 
addressed in future code revisions. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. 

Submitted by, 
Steven H. Raith 





MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
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The Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met jointly on the 
15th day of August, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Highway Dep·artment 
building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Francis 
Coulson, and Don Johnson 

Other present: Jim Hulbert, Steve Raith, Mary Jo Larson, Ron 
Anderson and see attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Chuck Kline made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 
26th, 1989 meeting; seconded by Don Johnson. Motion carried. 

The next meeting is set for August 22nd, 1989 at 7!30 p.m., after 
viewing sites at 5:30 p.m. There will be a joint meeting of 
Solid Waste and Zoning on August 23rd at 7:30 p.m. A tentative 
meeting date for the next Zoning meeting was set for September 
20th, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 

Chuck Kline made a motion to put the non-metallic mineral 
extraction policy on the agenda; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Motion carried. Chuck Kline made a motion to adopt the policy 
with the word "minimum" added after per acre in item #3; seconded 
by Don Johnson. It was suggested to add under # 7 that if ground 
water is discovered and not planned for, all operations shall 
cease and the Zoning Office is to be notified for further approv
al. Any discharge water on the site is to be permitted by DNR. 
It was suggested to add to the initial plan submitted that the 
plan must include a permanent surveyors bench mark with eleva
tions. Discussion regarding top soil being preserved on-site, in 
sufficient quanities to be replaced. Add to policy: Top soil 
and subsoil must be conserved and stored on-site in sufficient 
quanities or similar soil to be brought in for sufficient resto
ration. 

Chuck Kline moved to table further discussion of the non-metallic 
mineral extraction policy until after the scheduled hearings; 
seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Charles Huppert - conditional use permit for mineral extraction 
and approval of relinquishing a 10 acre parcel in Farmland 
Preservation in Ellsworth Township. Four acres of the 10 acres 
will be disturbed for sand removal. A letter was submitted from 
the Soil Conservation Service for approving the removal of the 10 
acre parcel from Farmland Preservation. Mr. Huppert does realize 
the restoration plans are to be included. Currently, it is just 
a sand knoll and the Town of El Paso is to be removing the sand. 
Duration for removal is approximatley one week. They will be 
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· leveling and replacing the topsoil on the site. Jim recommends 
that all plans are submitted before permit is issued. Approxi
matley 4,000 yards are to be removed. Plans are to be submit

.:. ted showing removal and restoration. Mr. Huppert is to come into 
the Zoning Office for approval and to follow the guidelines for 
mineral extraction. 

Francis Coulson moved to grant the conditional use permit with 
the understanding that he work with the Zoning Office and approv
al of the relinquishment of the 10 acre parcel from Farmland 
Presveration; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

·Pierce County Highway Department and Don Nellessen - conditional 
use permit for mineral extraction - Gilman Township. Ron Ander
son, Pierce County Highway Department, was present to discuss the 
permit application. The pit area has been tested and sent into 
.the State for analysis. The location is in the center of a 
project that the Highway Department is currently working on. The 
duration of the mineral extraction would be the duration of the 
·construction .. project. The topsoil and the clay is to be removed 
arid then replaced for farming purposes. 35,000 cubic yards are 

· to be removed as per plans that were submitted. There will be a 
slight grade after replacing the material. Water will be divert
ed into'a ditch. Berming of the topsoil and the clay will be 
done and then those materials ~~placed. Questions regarding 
availability of another nearby pit. A pit on Highway 29 was 
tested and.did not pass • 

. Motion by Francis Coulson to grant the conditional use permit 
p:roviding all conditions are met and approval is for 2 years; 
seconded by Don Johnson. 

~hyllis Bee, an adjoining property owner, stated her husband has 
emphysema, asthma and an iron lung etc., and asked how long the 
operation would run and has some concerns regarding dust. The 
haul run would be watered down. The Bee's house is approximately 

-500' to the northeast of th~ proposed area. Permission has to be 
granted by property owners within 1000'. Written permission has 
to be submitted to the Highway Department. 

Motion amended that anyone within 1000' give written .permission; 
"seconded by Don Johnson. Motion carried. Amended motion car
ried. 

Bill Holst - information hearing on mining operation by Holst 
·. Construction in Trenton Township. Letter was presented by Mr. 

Holst to the residents of Trenton Township. Ron Bartells, 
speaking ori'behalf of the Trenton residents, reviewed a 
cronilogical history of Trenton Township zoning and Mr. Holst's 
operation. Mr. Bartels stated that on April 13th, 1988, a hear
ing was held regarding zoning in Trenton Township; April 20th, 
1988, maps were colored to represent the use of land; May 9th, 
1988, a town hearing for zoning was held and a resolution was 
passed; May 24th, 1988, Pierce County Board passed Trenton Town
ship zoning with no objections. The property owned by Mr. Holst 
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was zoned as agriculture and was being farmed. An irrigation 
system was being installed at tha.t time. Mr. Bartells stated 
that up until 3 months ago, the property was being used as agri
culture use. Mr. Bartells has a signed petition by 60 residents 
and they are not opposed to progress, but are concerned about 
the operation because of these problems: 

1.) safety of children- increase in traffic; 
2.) water usage and pollution of the water due to washing; 
3.) noise pollution- hours of operation-24 hours a day, 7 

days a week; 
4.) dust; 
5.) environmental effects- landscaping and tree removal; and 
6.) effects on the roadways. 

Mr. Bartels stated that they do not agree with the grandfathering 
clause. They have not seen any truck slips; no public notices of 
such operation, and no effects on neighboring property were 
addressed. Mr. Bartels presented pictures of the site dated 
5-9-88. The .residents feel that the removal of a "knoll" was for 
the irrigation system to be used for agriculture uses. Mr. 
Bartell's feels that Mr. Holst's mining operation was not started 
until July 1989 and feels a conditional use permit is required. 
They would like a conditional use permit for control of the. 
operation. They are asking that the Zoning Committee handle 
these problems that may arise. 

Mr. Bill Holst stated that the material for a road came out of 
the corn field. Gravel was taken out of the site before corn was 
planted. Tickets were presents from the men that worked there 
during the mineral extraction and at the time the well was con
structed for irrigation and gravel washing. Mr. Holst stated 
that he went over all this with the previous zoning administrator 
and it was determined then that he was grandfathered in. He 
stated he could not have put that kind of money into a farming 
operation. 

Jim stated that he had checked the paperwork prior to this 
meeting and that all statements Mr. Holst has presented today 
would meet all requirements for a conditional use permit. 

Mr. Holst read a letter, from himself, addressed to the Trenton 
Township residents surrounding his mining operation. He stated 
he will not allow his trucks to travel County Trunk K unless no 
other access exists. He will not operate around the clock; will 
limit hours of operation to day-time hours; a minimum setback of 
100' to all property lines; he will add 5 rows of trees to act as 
a noise and site buffer, with a setback of 600' from residential 
houses until after the buffer is 10' high, and retain operations 
from 100' after that time; he will try to minimize dust from 
neighbors; all operations will try to be within a berm that he is 
working on now; and crushing and separation will be within the 
excavated walls for muffling the noise. Mr. Holst stated he will 
be using the land as cropland for next 10 years and will not 
operate within 800' of homes outside of day light hours. A 
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land reclamation plan will be filed with zoning performance bonds 
of $1000.00 and will be updated. Top soil will be retained. A 
slope of 2 1/2 to 1 after reclamation. Seeding will be completed 
according to the Land Conservation Department or zoning Office. 
Fencing will be installed for safety and gates will be locked. 
Jim stated the only requirement Mr. Holst does not adhere to is 
the 1000' feet from homes, but that Mr. Holst is trying to meet 
all the conditions. 

Discussion regarding the grandfathering clause. Mr. Braunreiter 
stated he met with Mr. Holst on May 15th, 1988 to discuss pur
chasing Pierce County land for easements of the land and placing 
a well for irrigation. Discussion regarding easements of the 
Pierce County land and the use of the land at that time. 

Marge Baldwin has suggested that Corporation Counsel look at the 
paperwork from Holst Construction, the Zoning Office and Highway 
Department to determine the grandfathering in. If Mr. Holst is 
not grandfathered in, he would have to apply for the mineral ex
traction permit and if he is, recommendation would still be to 
have Mr. Holst apply for a conditional use permit. Residents on 
County Trunk K asked about an impact statement for neighboring 
wells. 

Becky Demers asked about the legality of the whole acreage being 
grandfathered in or part of it. He owns 260 acres. 

Discussion of the Stedtfeld situation. Photos were presented of 
the Stedtfeld's site during flooding problems. Their property is 
in Clifton Township, located off of Steven's Road. They have 
placed fill to try and alleviate the problem. At high water 
times, the septic system is under 2 feet of water. The house was 
built with a permit and sanitary report. Questions regarding 
soil report showing the soil conditions being wet. Questions 
regarding any grading or changing of the land. It was suggested 
that Ed Hass, and Sam Huffman, and Louie Barber be contacted for 
any help or suggestions. Discussion regarding the construction 
of the cul-de-sac and the filling-in of the driveway. The neigh
bors feel that there have been no alternations of the land for 
flowage. 

Marge Baldwin recessed the Zoning meeting. 

Chairperson Chuck Kline called Board of Adjustment to order. 

Pierce County - special exception for communication tower - for a 
county radio system in River Falls Township. Public hearing 
notice was read. Diana Theos stated this tower would be the same 
as the other two towers except this one would be a 300' tower 
for the County microwave system. This tower is located near the 
Morrow gravel pit and there should be no impacts on the environ
ment and community. River Falls Township discussed a change of 
the road in 1990. Diana Theos stated negiotations are in process 
with the Morrow's and there does not appear to be a problem for 
an easement. No objections from the Township were received. 
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Louie Campbell asked if a fence would be around the area for 
protection from vandalism. The building will be constructed with 
cement. The other 2 tower sites are at a higher elevation, so 
this site would require a higher tower. The tower will be locat
ed on the southern section of the gravel pit; that section of 
quarry is no longer used. Mike Knoll discussed the ceasing of 
operation of the quarry and lighting of the tower. 

Marge Baldwin moved to grant the special exception permit for the 
communication tower; seconded by Francis Coulson. Questions 
regarding being in the pattern of the River Falls airport and FAA 
standards being met. Motion carried. 

Mike Manteufel - conditional use hearing to repair existing lift 
and construct a stairway in the st. Croix River Way in Clifton 
Township. Public hearing notice was read. Mr. Manteufel pre
sented copies of the existing lift. He stated that some of the 
work has been done already; before they knew permits were re
quired. Mr. Manteufel discussed the plans for the existing lift. 
Dan Koich stated they have reviewed the site from the river and 
there appears not to be a problem and no erosion problem. No 
tree cutting will be done on the site. Marge questioned liabili
ty if a permit is granted for a lift. There are 2 requirements: 
1.) an engineer is to certify erosion problem and, 2.) stability 
of the lift. Steps are on the property line now, but would like 
to move the steps with a 40 square feet platform and a 36" stair
way. Mr. Koich has concerns regarding the steps. There would be 
some screening in 5 years with some trees. The steps should be 
rescreened. The seconded concern would be the length and stabil
ity of the stairs in the soil with a minimum of 4' embedded. 
Discussion regarding floodplain at bottom of the 4 posts and Mr. 
Koich suggested looking into something portable or removable in 
time of flood. No comments from the Township were received. 

Mr. Raith stated that the building looks like a new 
building and suggests that this permit not be allowed if the 
building is an issue and could become a non-comforming use. 
Motion by Marge Baldwin that this request be tabled until terms 
of the existing house be determined; seconded by Francis Coulson. 

Mr. Manteufel stated that he was in touch with Mr. Dahl, previous 
Zoning Administrator and was told that no permits were needed. 
Pictures were presented of the existing structure. The assessed 
value has been determined at the purchase price of $20,000.00. 
Mr. Manteufel presented receipts from Arrow Building Center. The 
ordinance states the assessed value does not include cost of 
repairs. Discussion regarding the new floor of the cabin and the 
deck being enlarged and suggestion regarding full inspection ~~ 
the structure to determine what has been replaced. Mr. Koich 
stated when a non-comforming project, exceeds 50% of the assessed 
value for the existing structure it must then come into compli
ance with the ordinance. Jim recommends that Mr. Seipel do 
another assessment and if appraisal is more than $30,000.00 for 
the structure, then it is to come into compliance and to see what 
can be done then. The appraised value was $4,100.00 for the 
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structure. Motion carried . 

. chairperson Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Discussion regarding gravel mining operations was called back to 
the table. It was suggested to bond all the applications for 
quarries and to check for quarries within 6 miles from a proposed 
site. It was suggested that an ordinance be added to stop the 
grandfather clause when property changes hand. Discussion re
garding core samples for depth of groundwater. Motion carried 
for amendment. Motion carried for the amended.policy. 

A new fee structure was presented which is on the agenda for the 
next County Board meeting. Discussion regarding hearing fees and 
the fees being in line with other counties. Discussion regarding 
permitting decks and patios and the need to check setbacks and 
permitting of signs, setbacks, size requirements and visibility. 
An inventory should be taken of all existing signs. Suggestion 
regarding liability and taking the sign ordinance out of the code 
at the time of the code revision. It was suggested to enforce 
the sign ordinance and to enforce that permits are issued. It 
was suggested that a definition of signs being temporary be 
added. 

Discussion regarding certificates of compliance and occupancy. 
The ordinance does state that a certificate be issued for any
thing that a permit is issued for, but there will not be a fee. 

"Carl Braunreiter made a motion to accept the new fee structure as 
amended; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Motion to aqjourn by Chuck Kline; seconded by Don Johnson. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted .. by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
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The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment Com
mittee met jointly on the 22nd day of August 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Pierce County Highway Department building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunrei ter, Chuck Kline 
and Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Jim Hulbert, Steve Raith, Mary Jo Larson, Dan 
Koich and see attached list. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes of the August 8th, 1989 meeting were approved on a motion 
by Chuck Kline; seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Meeting dates have already been set for August 23rd and September 
20th, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Highway Department building. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Francis 
Coulson; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Ono Methodist Church - rezone from Agricultural to Business-1 in 
Union Township. Phil Roberts was present to discuss the proposed 
purchase of land from Ono Methodist Church to expand his business 
which is adjacent to the Ono Methodist Church. He plans on using 
the land for future car sales, but is not for sure at this time. 
The land is available and mr. Roberts would like to secure the 
land around his property. No comments have been received from 
the Township. Gordon Saueressig, agent for Ono Methodist Church 
was present to approve the sale of land to Mr. Roberts. Discus
sion regarding commercial property already in Ono. 

Carl Braunreiter made a motion to recommend to the county Board 
to rezone the lot from Agricultural to Business-1; seconded by 
Francis Coulson. A letter should be received by the Township 
that they have no objections. Motion carried. 

Marge Baldwin recess~d the Zoning mee.ting. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Metropolitan Resort Corporation - special exception permit for 
multiple family dwelling, decks, sewer system and parking lot in 
Diamond Bluff Township. Public hearing notice was read. Mr. 
Francis Ogden, Ogden Engineering presented 4 drawings of the 
proposed area in Diamond Bluff. The site plan for Bay Canyon 
building #1 was reviewed. The existing deck is over the property 
line. They are proposing a 2 story high building that is intend
ed for a second-home use. Each unit will have a small kitchen 
area and there are no restaurant plans. Building plans from 
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Cedar Corporation were presented. 

Discussion regarding rezoning of the land and the use of the 
buildings. Mr. Gary Johnson stated that they will be an inn-type 
use and will be sold to individual owners. Questions were raised 
as to what type of zoning would be required. Jim discussed the 
definition of the PUD ordinance and feels this should be a PUD. 

Mr. Ogden stated that they were here to request a special excep
tion as ordered by the Judge. 

Mr. Roger Wentz, Chairman of Diamond Bluff Township, stated that 
if all permits and regulations were followed, that he does not 
object to the proposal. 

It was discussed that the whole concept of the plan needs to be 
known and that it should be considered as a PUD or a rezone to a 
Business zone. 

It was asked if any of the land is in Farmland Preservation. Mr. 
Allen Frank, property owner, stated that it is not. He also 
stated that much of that land is not even farmable land. 

Access was questioned. Discussion regarding PUD ordinances. Mr. 
Johnson stated that he has a problem with investing a large 
amount of money into planning for a PUD. He discussed the bene
fit for Pierce County tourism. 

Marge Baldwin suggested that this would be a good use of the 
land; that the buildings would be very attractive and that the 
County needs to look at the project as a whole and we would be 
willing to work very closely with Mr. Johnson of Metropolitan 
Resort Corporation. 

It was suggested that a letter could be sent to Mr. Johnson 
stating what exactly is needed for the conceptual plan of a PUD. 
State approval has been granted for the 5 buildings and the 
septic system plans have been approved. 

Mr. Johnson stated he would work with the PUD but wants to know 
that his plans would be looked at as soon as possible and then 
he'd go ahead with what is required. 

The new road was discussed •. rt would be constructed to the same 
standards as a town road. The road would form a circle near the 
5 buildings. There is part of an old existing town road there 
now that would be rebuilt. Another road access could be put in 
through property owned by Roman Peterson. 

Carl Braunreiter suggested that Mr. Johnson go to a Diamond Bluff 
Township meeting for consensus of the Township regarding the 
project. Discussion regarding the preparing of the zoning maps 
for Diamond Bluff. Mr. Johnson stated that they began the 
project when they did because Diamond Bluff did not have zoning. 
It was asked that the proposed zoning maps be prepared to show 
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the new zone for the project. 

Mr. Dan Koich, DNR, stated that it appears to him that the spe
cial exception should not have been before the Board tonight and 
that the PUD is a more restrictive ordinance and that the Shore
land ordinance would be a part of the PUD ordinance. He feels 
that the special exception permit should be tabled until after 
the PUD ordinance review. 

Mr. Ogden stated that the Shoreland ordinance says that it super
sedes any other ordinance and they are here because the Judge 
ordered them to apply for a special exception permit. 

Discussion regarding approving a special exception permit at this 
time. It was suggested that it be tabled until further informa
tion is obtained. 

Marge Baldwin made a motion to table any action on the special 
exception permit and await a general plan from Metropolitan 
Resort Corporation; seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline suggested that a meeting be set-up with Louie Barber, 
Soil Conservation Department to work on the erosion plans. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment meeting. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back into session. 

Clark Dobbs from the Institute for Minnesota Archaeology was 
present to review, with the Committee, archaeology in Pierce 
County and the need to protect archaeology resources. He stated 
that Pierce County is one of the most densely populated areas and 
approximately 90% of the archaeology is being destroyed or dam
aged in the upper Midwest. Pierce County, up until 2 years ago 
had the most prehistoric burial mounds in the upper Midwest. 

Mr. Dobbs stated his concerns for some time regarding vanishing 
archaeological sites. These sites are a valuable resource and 
often they are best left alone. Mr. Dobbs discussed the possi
bility of the tourism attractions and that Wisconsin state laws 
are becoming more protective for these sites. 

Mr. Dobbs has done some work at the Adams site near the Trenton 
cemetery. The mound surrounded a 60 acr·e site with. a village 
around it. There is a site near the Diamond Bluff town dump 
that is approximately 2 miles long called the Morrow site. These 
2 are the major sites in the County, but there are probably 
hundreds of other sites in the County. 

;:,ir. Dobbs -vmuld like the Institute to work with Pierce County and 
the State of Wisconsin in developing a program in outreach and 
,:J.::·velopment ~ Some surveying and planning funds are available 
through grants to d.o some work in Pierce County. He would liJ;:e 
to devslop so~e ref~ned maps for more research and develop publ1c 
outreach for the County. The County would have to match the 
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grant funds. 

David Christensen, from the Goodhue-Pierce Archaeology Society 
was present to discuss the society and wanted everyone to know 
that the meetings are advertised and everyone is welcome. He 
also suggested that the County's PUD ordinance include archaeolo
gy studies. Discussion regarding developments i~ Pierce County 
and the need to have the developing areas checked for archaeology 
facts before development takes place. Mr. Dobbs stated that 
u:::.ually the dovelopers ;:;.re requested to pay for an archaeology 
study. 

It was suggested that a $5,000.00 request could be made at budget 
time. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to adjourn; seconded by Chuck Kline. 
Motion carried. 
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MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

<:ilt. _lea;~ 
eoun~:y e&tk. 4 Of{lc.. 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustm~nt Com
mittee met jointly on the 20th day of September 1989 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Pierce County Highway Department building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Francis Coulson and 
Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Steven Raith, Mary Jo Larson and Jim Hulbert. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

The minutes of the August 15th meeting were changed to "of a 
minimum of $1,000.00 and plans are to be kept current" on page 4 
regarding Bill Holst's gravel pit. Minutes were approved with 
the change on a motion by Francis Coulson; seconded by Sam Huff
man. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding setting a date for the Zoning, Planning and 
Board of Adjustment meetings. The second Wednesday of each month 
will be the dates for the Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjust
ment meetings with an exception of the October date, which will 
be the 23rd. 

Discussion regarding submittal of Trumpeter Valley plans. Plans 
are to be submitted on November 6th and a meeting will be sched
uled after review of these plans. 

Vouchers were approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; seconded by 
Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Marge recessed the Zoning meeting. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Caturia Farms - setback variance for a utility structure in Union 
Township. Public hearing notice was read. Roger Caturia was 
present to discuss the need for another corn bin at the same 
distance as the previous corn bin that was granted last year. 
Plot plan was presented showing the location. No objections from 
the Township were received. Steve suggests granting the 18 foot 
variance. Motion by Marge Bald\vin to grant the setback variance; 
seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline recessed the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Larry Gerdes - conditional use renewal for a motorcycle hillclimb 
and snowmobile rally in Hartland Township. Steve has asked the 
Committee for guidance on past policies on renewals for condi-
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tional use permits. Mr. Gerdes stated that other group gather
ings around the County are meeting without permits. Past policy 
was not to have payment of the renewal, so Mr. Gerdes will be 
exempt for this renewal fee. 

Virginia Sayer, adjoining property owner was present to state 
that she has no objections. 

Motion by Chuck Kline to renew the conditional use permit for 
another 2 years; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Public informational meeting for new fee structure. Steve dis
cussed the need and reasons for the increase of the fees. 

Jerry Wilkens was present to discuss the increase in salvage yard 
fees. There are 6 or 7 junk yards in the County that are li
censed by the State and some are licensed by some townships. He 
feels that there are a lot of junk yards in the County operating 
without license and they are hurting the people that are in the 
business and are licensed. He suggests that the fees for these 
licenses stay as they were, unless better enforcement is 
acheived. 

Discussion regarding the ordinance fee of $25.00 that is not 
being enforced currently and the increase of the fees. The 
initial fee should stay at the new proposed fee of $200.00 and 
leave the renewal fee at $25.00. A condition could be added to 
junk yard permits that they are to be licensed by the State. The 
change of the structure will be a $25.00 renewal license and 
compliance with State and local regulations. 

Discussion regarding adding initial and renewal fees to condi
tional use hearing. Discussion regarding non-profit organiza
tions being exempt from permits. If they are not permitted uses 
in the zone, they should need a permit. It was suggested that 
other county ordinances be checked into and that maybe a new 
"group gathering" ordinance be written. 

Mr. Wilkens asked about how the hearing process and complaints 
would be handled for junk yards. Steve stated that an investiga
tion would be made if any complaints are received and the renewal 
would be put on the agenda for committee meeting at renewal time. 

Chuck Kline made a motion to approve the new fee structure as 
amended and further investigation of a group gathering ordinance; 
seconded by Sam Huffman. There is a need for determining what 
junk yards are licensed as of today. 

Discussion regarding what permitted activities are not covered on 
the fee schedule and what items would be under these activities. 

Chuck Kline amended motion to exclude item #7, other permitted 
activities, until further explained or more specific items are 
listed; seconded by Sam Huffman. Amended motion carried. Origi-
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nal motion carried. The new fee schedule will be distributed to 
the County Board members. 
Jennifer Nelson - discussion regarding the conditional use permit 
that was granted for her interior decorating business in River 
Falls Township on June 15, 1989. They would like to change the 
location of the proposed business. The original permit was 
granted for operation from the old school house on their property 
across the road from the existing dwelling. They would like to 
hold the business in their existing garage with some remodeling 
work inside. The original permit has not been issued yet as the 
sanitary system had not been applied for. Mrs. Nelson stated 
that the cost would be too high to install a septic system and 
remodel the old school house. 

A letter was presented and read from the River Falls Township and 
they have no objections to the proposed change of location. Sam 
Huffman made a motion to approve the changed location of the 
interior decorating business; seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Motion carried. 

Steve discussed the situation with Mark Werner, who is located in 
the Hagberg Subdivision in Clifton Township and is now operating 
a small business from his airport hanger. The zoning map shows 
the area is zoned agricultural, even though it is a residential 
area with an airport. The ordinance does not allow this type of 
business in an agricultural zone. If it was a residential zone, 
that use could not be in that zone either. There is another 
business there that is a non-comforming use. Halverson's did not 
want to be spot-zoned at the time the ordinance was created. But 
if the County does spot-zone these 2 industries, Mrs. Halverson 
will apply for a spot-zone then. Mr. Raith suggests a new zone 
for this residential-airport development. Mr. Werner's business 
is a tool and die shop with only one employee. Mr. Werner's 
neighbors were present and Mr. Werner stated that they have no 
objections. Sam Huffman suggested that Mr. Werner start with the 
Township as the Township has a more restrictive ordinance regard
ing businesses. Mr. Raith suggests a meeting with the Township 
and conditions to be established. Discussion regarding special 
exception permits and Mr. Werner was referred to Clifton Town
ship. 

The Geographic Information Syst¢m was d~scussed. ,Jim suggested 
that a steering and technical committee be set-up for direction·. 
The technical committee could be some people from the computer 
department from the University. Recommendations will be submit
ted to the Zoning Committee by Jim and Steve for approval of 
members for a steering and technical committees. 

The new subdivision ordinance was discussed. Jim reviewed that 
several pages have been completed but not near total completion. 
Bob Sheffers was present to discuss the problem and the need to 
complete this ordinance. Other surveyors are questioning the 
reason why this has not been completed. Discussion regarding the 
situation with the ordinance and the past practices. Mr. Sheff-

3 



ers would like to see this taken .care of as soon as possible. 

Marge suggested that Steve or Jim try to start work on this 
subdivision ordinance as soon as possible and to set-up the 
public hearing meetings when nearing the end of the ordinance 
revision. 

Mr. Sheffers discussed a plat that was submitted in his office 
for easement purposes. 

The Zoning budget was presented. Item #154 was changed to 
$3,140.00. Chuck Kline moved to submit the budget as changed; 
seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

The Uniform Numbering System budget was presented. Jim suggested 
leaving this account open. The $2,000.00 budgeted amount will be 
a recovered amount. Sam Huffman moved to accept this budget as 
presented; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Land Management and Records budget was presented. Jim discussed 
the $30,000.00 for a pilot project for the new Management System. 
It was suggested to transfer the $30,000.00 to a Geographic 
Information system (GIS) account. Chuck Kline moved to approve 
the budget with item #219 of $30,000.00 to be removed to a sepa
rate budget and to be a non-lapsing account; seconded by Sam 
Huffman. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding the citation policy. Steve discussed the 
lack of time to keep caught up on all the complaints and viola
tions. 

Steve brought up the issue of gravel pits and how to decide when 
an operation has ceased and to what extent a new permit is need
ed. He also discussed a bridge project that will need permit
ting, but don't know if we can comply with their deadlines. 
Another operation has started and has been notified to stop work 
until a conditional use permit is granted. The operation has 
been reported to have been stopped for over a period of a year. 
It was suggested that a letter to all town chairmen be sent 
stating that a permit is needed for these types of projects. 

Motion by Sam Huffman to adjourn; seconded by Chuck Kline. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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:=fll'e: e:?"Ji~ MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 

County Cfe,k '~ CJ{f~oARD OF ADJU;TMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning & Board of Adjustment Commit
tee met jointly on the 23rd day of October 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Highway Department building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Carl Braunreiter, Chuck Kline, 
Sam Huffman and Francis Coulson. 

Others present: Steve Raith, Mary Jo Larson, Jim Hulbert and see 
attached list. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 
Minutes from August 22, 1989 and September 20, 1989 were approved 
on a motion by Francis Coulson; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion 
carried. 

Next meeting date is scheduled for November 8th, 1989 at 7:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. to view sites. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; 
seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Dean and Constance Traynor - conditional use permit for mineral 
extraction by Rosie's Enterprises, Ltd. , in El Paso Township. 
Public hearing notice was read. Rosie's Enterprises was present 
to discuss the plans. They will strip the existing top soil and 
remove approximately 5,000 yards to be used for a culvert on a 
nearby township road. A cross-section will be made after the 
removal. The Department of Transportation will be seeding and 
fertilizing the site. The top soil will be replaced after the 
extraction is completed. Steve relayed that the site is in a 
posture and comes into a waterway and there will be no change in 
the land use. He sees no danger, but wonders how high the water 
gets in the waterway. Rosie's states that a silt fence could be 
put in for protection from erosion. Approximately one acre is 
being disturbed. Ivan Shafer, Chairman of El Paso Township, 
stated the extraction will be higher than the waterway. 

Steve stated that the firm is bonded with the State now and all 
other requirements have been met. A written description was 
presented of the proposal. There will be approximately 3 1/2 to 
4 feet of gravel removed. A benchmark will be set and undis
turbed. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to approved the conditional use permit 
as long as it is in compliance with the policies that were set by 
the Committee; seconded by Francis Coulson. Chuck asked about 
fencing the area during seeding so it will not be disturbed by 
cattle. Mr. Traynor will be fencing the area. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding Jim Hulbert's upcoming evaluation. He will 

1 



be with the County a year in November. Motion by Chuck Kline 
that each member complete a performance evaluation and return it 
to Marge to evaluate Jim; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion car
ried. 

Marge recessed the Zoning meeting. 

Board of Adjustment meeting was called to order by Chairman Chuck 
Kline. 

Robert Moyer, Island Camping, Inc. - special exception permit for 
hot tub spa and deck in Trenton Township. Public hearing notice 
was read. Mr. Moyer was present to discuss the outdoor deck, 
which will be 24 feet x 24 feet with a 8 foot hole in the middle 
for a hot tub spa. It will be built next to the office. The 
office is a minimum of 200 feet back from the Mississippi River, 
any roads and property 1 ines. In case of a f 1 ood, it wi 11 be 
removed in the back of a pick-up truck. The deck will be on 4 x 
4 green-treated posts and cemented in the ground. The Division 
of Health has been informed and they will comply with their 
regulations. The design of the hot tub will have a locking cover 
and the deck will also be locked so no one can enter after hours. 

There were no objections from the Township. Guidelines from Gary 
Lepak, DNR, were read. Setbacks from the water must be main
tained, electrical equipment must be disconnected, proper anchor
ing must be reassured, certification that chemicals will not 
enter the river and that there will be no electrical shocks 
during and after a flood were recommended by DNR. 

Motion by Marge to grant the special exception permit for the hot 
tub spa and deck and that it will meet all State and local re
quirements; seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Thoms' Beer Barrel Refurbishing operation was discussed. It was 
due for renewal for the special exception permit. Steve reported 
that the operation has not been operating and that no permits 
were granted by the State. The permit is null. 

Duncan Engh - special exception to place fill in the floodway in 
Trenton Township. Public hearing notice was read. Mr. Engh was 
present to discuss the need to place 4 to 6 inches of fill around 
his dwelling for landscaping. He estimates 7 yards of fill. DNR 
comments were read. The fill will be placed in the Spring of 
1990. Motion by Francis Coulson to grant the special exception 
permit for the top soil fill; seconded by Marge Baldwin. No 
objections were received from the Township. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline recessed the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Discussion regarding existing gravel pits. Steve would like to 
see a policy set for existing gravel pits as to what period would 
they no longer be considered operating and to what point would 
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they become conforming. Grandfathering-in and to what limits 
should be put on grandfathered pits were discussed. Marge sug
gests to check other ordinances for guidance and to check DNR 
guidelines for bonding. 

Marge recessed the Zoning meeting. 

chuck called the Board of Adjustment meeting back to order. 

Robert Enz - special exception permit to replace a mobile home, 
add to existing portable porch and to place a portable utility 
structure in the floodway in Trenton Township. Public hearing 
notice was read. Mr. Enz was present to discuss his proposal. 
He would like to replace a 12 x 64 foot mobile home with a 16 x 
80 foot mobile home. He has had no problems with moving the 
previous mobile home and portable porch in times of high water. 
Comments were read from DNR. DNR stated that the area is flood
way and therefore replacement of structure is prohibited and the 
other structures seem excessive. Approved plans should be re
quired to insure portability. No objections were received from 
the Township. 

Discussion regarding past replacements of neighboring mobile 
homes that were allowed and the portability of the large mobile 
home. Motion by Francis Coulson to table the special exception 
permit and to investigate the other mobile home replacements that 
were allowed; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. This 
will be placed on the December 13th meeting agenda. Mr. Enz will 
contact Steve to meet with him on the Island to discuss the past 
replacements. 

Russell Dunn - special exception permit for a body shop in an 
existing utility structure in River Falls Township. Public 
hearing notice was read. A letter was read from Mrs. Orin Sum
mers. A letter was read from Russell Dunn and a petition was 
presented with a letter signed by 42 residents approving of the 
use. Mr. Summers, who will be operating the body shop, stated he 
will not be a noisy operator nor will he dump any chemicals onto 
the ground. He has 10 gallons of chemicals in his possession at 
any one time. 

A letter was read from the River Falls Town Board. The letter 
states that the Board does not want the permit granted. Louie 
Campbell, member of the Town Board, was· present. He discussed 
the problem the Township had with a previous junk yard and the 
problems associated with that junk yard, i.e., numerous cars, 
fires, etc. Mr. Summers stated he did not know a permit was 
needed when he started moving cars there and he feels he isn't 
doing anything different than what Mr. Dunn was doing there, such 
as welding. 

Mr. Summers asks for a chance to prove himself and will remove 
everything there when he has to leave. Nine cars are at the site 
at present. Four vehicles could be stored in the building at one 
time. Mr. Summers stated he will have no more vehicles there 
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than what is there now. It was discussed that an existing exca
vating business is on the adjoining property and that an indus
trial-type business was being operated in the existing building 
owned by Mr. Dunn. Milton and Lois Reimenschneider have power of 
attorney for Mr. Dunn while he is away for the winter months and 
they reassure that the property will be policed by them. 

Marge suggests putting some conditions on the request, such as a 
time limit to operating, number of cars allowed and then maybe 
the Township would approve the granting of the permit. 

Discussion regarding agricultural uses and businesses in agricul
tural zones and spot zoning. It was discussed that the existing 
building did have a special exception permit for manufacturing 
furnaces. Discussion regarding township and county zoning and 
who would be the permitting agency. Mr. Raith stated that he 
feels that the county is the permitting agency for a conditional 
usejspecial exception permit and that a township may be able to 
deny the zoning, depending on provisions in their ordinance. 

Motion by Francis Coulson to deny the special exception permit 
for the body shop; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion by Marge 
Baldwin to amend the motion to give the tenants 3 to 5 months to 
relocate; seconded by Sam Huffman. Francis suggested that Mr. 
Summers rediscuss this matter with the Township. Amended motion 
carried. Motion carried. Marge suggested that Mr. Summers 
contact the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation for 
any available space that could house a body shop business. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Joe Nelson was present to discuss a preliminary map for Donald 
and Beverly Kreye in Trimbelle Township. The map shows 2 lots, 
Lot 1 and 2. There are no excessive slopes and boring holes have 
been reviewed. Outlot 1 is for easement purposes only from a 
Township road. Steve has suggested that all previous CSM's be 
shown on preliminary maps. Discussion regarding outlets. Mr. 
Kreye will own the outlot and easement will be given to the lot 
owner. 

Discussion regarding the previous 2 lots that were sold by CSM's · 
and maybe they should have been shown on the preliminary map as 
part of a subdivision. If another lot is created, it will become 
a subdivision. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to approve the preliminary plat based 
on getting the map formatted that is acceptable to Steve; second
ed by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

Bill Holst's demolition site in Diamond Bluff Township was re
viewed. Mr. Holst was not present. Jim stated that Mr. Holst is 
under DNR orders to close the site by November 1, 1989 and he is 
looking at another site on his property. The new site is locat-
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ed behind his shop in another ravine. Cedar Corporation is 
working on soil borings. Another site for 50,000 cubic yard is 
what Mr. Holst would like an approval for until permission is 
granted for a larger quantity on his new site. Provisions could 
be granted for storing up to 10,000 cubic yards of demo fill with 
a guarantee that it is removed within 60 days to the new site if 
approved, or to a legal disposal site if it is not approved. 

Discussion regarding the use of ravines and existing gravel pits 
for demo fills. It is preferred that ravines be used before 
existing gravel pits. Debris being hauled from the twin cities 
was discussed. 

The Township will be asked to attend the next Zoning meeting to 
look at standards as to what is considered acceptable and safe 
for demolition debris. 

Discussion regarding fees for the preliminary plat that was 
presented for Donald Kreye. The fees will be $50.00 plus $10.00 
per lot, not including the outlot, plus the park fees. 

Discussion regarding Bay Canyon Resort. Metropolitan Resort is 
the parent corporation. The preliminary maps were presented. 
Burial mounds were shown on the map. 12 units with 12 apartments 
are being proposed with other uses. A letter was sent to Mr. 
Francis Ogden, Ogden Engineering, stating that they have meet 
most of the requirements for a PUD and they were advised to 
proceed as such. 

Carl Braunreiter moved to send a legal notice to the developers 
that the County does not view what they are doing as legal and to 
come into compliance; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

The County will be advertising for the Engineer position. The 
2/5' s position for the Land Management Office needs a job de
scription written. Jim and Steve should put this description 
together and forward it to the Highway Department. 

Carl Braunreiter discussed personnel setting policies that should 
be set up the Committee. Discussion regarding policy and recom
mendations made by County personnel. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment met 
jointly on the 8th day of November, 1989, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Pierce County Highway Department building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Francis Coulson and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: 
list. 

Steve Raith 1 Mary Jo Larson and see attached 

Meeting was called to order by Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes of the October 23rd meeting were presented. An addition 
to the minutes should be that Sam Huffman suggested that the 
non-mineral extraction policy apply to all existing pits and 
Carl Braunreiter recommended to refer this to the Corporation 
Counsel to see if the policy can be used on all existing and 
expanding non-mineral pits. Discussion regarding conditions to 
be placed on the length of the permits and to refer this to 
Corporation Counsel. Carl Braunrei ter moved to accept the 
minutes as amended; .seconded by Sam Huffhlan. Motion carried. 

December 13th is the next meeting date. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Francis 
Coulson; seconded by Sam Huffman. Motion carried. 

Marge recessed Zoning meeting. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Keith and Cindy Weber 1 Waverly Bar - s.etback variance to con
struct two additions to existing business in Rock Elm Township. 
Public hearing notice was read. Mr. Weber was present to discuss 
the two additions on to the waverly Bar. One addition is for a 
19 x 12 kitchen area on the east side of the building and the 
othe~ addit{on is a 20 x 30' on the west side for storage. 
Survey map was presented showing the location of the building and 
the 'two additions in relationship to the road right-of-way. No 
addition will be closer to the right-of-way than the existing 
building. No objections were received from the Township and no 
objections from neighboring property owners. 

Motion by Sam Huffman to approve the setback variance; seconded 
by Francis Coulson. Discussion regarding the responsibility of 
the property owner if the road was to change. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline adjourned the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge called the Zoning meeting back to order. 
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Jim Hulbert announced that Trumpeter Valley will be here with 
their plans on November 15th at 9~00 a.m. This will try to be 
changed to 1:00 p.m. 

Pierce County Conservation Congress - renewal of conditional use 
permit for public shooting range in Ellsworth Township. Gene 
Seguin was present to discuss the renewal and asked that the 
permit be extended for another two years. The permit will expire 
December 10, 1989. There have been no objections received 
regarding the range since the court case. One complaint from a 
neighbor had been received by the Sheriff's Dept. regarding 
shooting outside of open hours; no violation was issued. The 
Conservation Congress maintains the shooting range with Gene 
Seguin donating a lot of his time for up-keep. Discussion re
garding the insurance and the major concerns of the shooting 
range being rounds leaving the range, noise, and cross-fire 
safety. Berms have been added to the east side of the range that 
are 17 feet long and 8 1/2 feet high that separates the 50' from 
the 100' section and the 100' section from the 150' section. 

Motion by Carl Braunreiter to grant the conditional use renewal 
for 2 years; seconded by Chuck Kline. No comments were received 
from the Township. Motion carried. 

Gene Seguin wanted to mention that 7 sportsman's clubs have 
recommended the approval. 

Discussion regarding fees for renewal permits. Marge suggested 
recommendations be made by Steve for a fee scale on this type of 
permitting process. The fee will be waived for this permit until 
a scale is set. 

Discussion regarding an underground storage tank for the Spring 
Valley Fire Department in El Paso Township. Fire Chief, Terry 
Shafer was present to discuss the plans for a 12,000 gallon tank 
to store water in, that will be shared by the Village of Elmwood 
and Spring Valley to fill tankers. The tank is to be located on 
the Shafer Acres Farm, which is owned by his father. 4 feet of 
earth will be placed over the tank. Mr. Shafer feels very confi
dent that the tank does not contain any toxic chemicals. 

It was suggested that this type of use is a public use and that a 
conditional use permit would be required with a public hearing. 
Jim suggested that an overall plan be presented with possibility 
of any future tanks so that only one application fee would be 
necessary. Mr. Shafer stated that they are planning on another 
tank, but they are not sure about details at this time. 

Steve suggested a safety plan be presented to 
prevent anyone from falling into the tank. 
that an engineer is working on those details. 
that he apply by November 16th to get in on 
public hearing. 

show 
Mr. 

It 
the 

how they will 
Shafer stated 
was suggested 
December 13th 

Bill Holst gravel mining operation in Trenton Township. Deb 
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Wojtowski, Corporation Counsel was present to discuss the "grand
fathering-in" issue. She stated that the administrative determi
nation \'Tas made that the site was grandfathered-in and she has 
reviewed that evidence. 

Her research has determined that the governing rules are those of 
a vested use and that buying the land is not enough nor is simply 
intending to use it for something in the future. 

She has reviewed the documents that were submitted to her; there 
was truck rental, labor costs, a down payment on a well, and sale 
of dirt and rock. 

A non-conforming use can easily be related to a non-expanding use 
such as a store, but a gravel mining operation can be expanded on 
the land. Mr. Holst has a 246 acre tract and the question is, 
what would be the vested area. Quarrying, as a non-conforming 
use, cannot be limited to land that was excavated at the time the 
ordinance was passed. To do that would deprive the land owner of 
the use as a quarry, but if the area was cleared, fenced or 
indicated as a quarry use, it would be grandfathered-in. There 
was a case where 100 acres had been purchased for quarry use and 
1 acre had been excavated, but then was zoned as residential use 
later and to permit someone who had excavated 1 acre to excavate 
100 acres would be defeating the purpose of zoning. 

If part of the land is used for something else, it is possible 
that part of the land that was cleared, fenced or indicated in 
some way to be a place for a potential excavation would be grand
fathered-in. So, an area, that is not inclusive of the 246 
acres, is a vested right and that the ordinance would apply to 
part of that and that use could be a conditional use. On that 
basis, expansion would be under the ordinance that can be placed 
with conditions and can be imposed on preexisting earth-moving 
operations. The municipalities can then set conditions on the 
expanded area. 

Mr. Holst asked if the main restriction would be the restoration 
and he feels he has met all the County's conditions, except the 
1,000 foot setback from residents. He would like to go up to 600 
feet from the residential area until he has planted trees for 
screening. · 

Marge directed the staff determine the area that the gravel 
mining operation has been started in and determine the vested 
area. It was determined that Mr. Holst should come in and apply 
for a conditional use permit. Mr. Holst stated that he does not 
have to come in every year for his other grandfathered-in pits 
and why should he now and he does not want to come in every two 
years to stay in business. 

Deb stated that the purpose of the grandfather clause is to 
protect the innocent from having the rug pulled out from under 
them, from making investments in reliance upon zoning laws that 
they assume, justifiably so, will not change. A race in order to 
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beat the laws that are anticipating to be changed are generally 
found not to be within a grandfather clause. Grandfather clauses 
can be denied with a denial based on the grounds that the appli
cant knew or should have known about the pending amendment or law 
change and purposely entered into a race of diligence to see if 
he could secure his right before the municipality could complete 
the legislative process. Therefore, there is a requirement of a 
finding of good faith. 

Jim stated that he has seen other ordinances have existing gravel 
pits conform to standards within 5 years or cease operation. Jim 
suggests that if Mr. Holst meets all the requirements, it would 
be very hard for the Zoning and Planning Committee to deny a 
conditional use permit and suggests that Mr. Holst work with the 
County on the 1,000 foot setback from a residential area and, 
maybe a variance could be granted on the side of the parcel that 
is next to the County gravel pit. Mr. Holst stated that a lot of 
pits are closer than the 1,000 foot requirement. 

steve discussed the complaints that have been received. They 
are: hours of operation and depreciation of property value. Don 
Johnson, Chairman of Trenton Township, stated he has heard the 
same complaints with complaints of the operation getting closer 
to the homes. 

Discussion regarding the 1,000 foot requirement. Deb suggested 
making a determination of the vested area and to have a letter 
sent to Mr. Holst stating that he would need a conditional use 
permit. It was asked if conditions can be placed on other exist
ing pits. Discussion regarding dealing with all of the non
metallic existing pits. It was suggested that a letter be sent 
to all pit owners after a determination or decision is made on 
existing pits. 

The staff will take pictures of Mr. Holst's pit and determine 
what area is vested and when it is extended he will be notified 
to come into compliance. Discussion regarding the 1,000 foot 
setback and checking into changing the policy on this setback. 
The bonding issue was discussed. 

Deb Wojtowski, Corporation Counsel will report back to the next 
meeting on any other findings regarding existing gravel p~ts. 

Mr. Holst' demolition debris site was .discussed. Mr. Holst·has 
hired an engineering firm to work on the details for a new site. 
Mr. Holst is working on using a clay liner and a leachate collec
tion system. Jim stated that there are some steep slopes at the 
debris site that was closed November 1st. Jack Tritt, DNR will 
be here on November 14th to check on the closed site, the pro
posed new site and the site for the new solid waste facility. 

Mr. Holst would like to use his existing site as a temporary 
storage site for 10,00 cubic yards; DNR is suggesting 2,500 cubic 
yards. The Solid Waste Committee is dealing with his plans for 
the new debris site. A hearing will be set for the temporary 

4 



site and the new site at the same time. 

Jim discussed the need for a vehicle for Zoning purposes. A 
truck, preferably a four-wheel drive vehicle would be best used 
for inspection purposes. With a car, many sites are not accessi
ble and parking on the roads have been the only option. This is 
a safety hazard. It was suggested that bids are sent for from 
all dealers in the County and to be opened at the next meeting. 
It was also suggested that the vehicle have some options so that 
there will be a resale value on the vehicle. 

Steve relayed to the Committee a situation at the Norman Kingston 
property. The septic was installed in 1986 and was installed per 
approved plans. Mr. Kingston has had some freezing problems 
every year. A new basement has been installed downslope from the 
septic system so he will be having a gravity problem with the 
septic system. Steve stated he volunteered to check elevations 
for Mr. Kingston. 

Steve discussed a complaint that has been received on property 
owned by Ms. Jacques regarding an old cistern that was not aban
doned properly and an old basement that needed filling in. This 
problem is being taken care of. The property owner no longer 
lives in the area, but assured the office that this will be taken 
care of. 

Discussion regarding the Mike Mantefuel property. DNR has stated 
that the reconstruction of the cabin is in violation of the State 
codes, NR 118, but not a violation of Pierce County codes as the 
ordinance has a clause that allows for reconstruction after a 
fire. It has not been determined who actually owned the cabin 
when it was reconstructed. Carl suggested this be referred to 
Corporation Counsel as there is some question regarding the 
ordinance. Carl stated that this clause regarding hardships was 
agreed upon by the DNR at the time of the NR 118 adoption. Carl 
suggested contacting Steve Johnson, who served on the committee 
at the time the ordinances where adopted. It was discussed to 
check with Corporation Counsel first. 

Jim brought up the issue of the State mandatory building permits 
that are to be issued by the townships. Some townships have 
indicated that they would like the County to handle this proce
dure. What would need to be done would be the adoption of the 
building code and have public hearing and hire an person to do 
the inspections. The collection of the fees would help pay for 
the employee. This Uniform Dwelling Code for 1 or 2 family 
dwellings will be mandatory. Marge suggests a good analysis of 
the law. Jim suggested inviting the townships to the next meet
ing. Marge feels that it should be understood what would be 
required first. 

Motion made by Carl Braunreiter to adjourn; seconded by Francis 
Coulson. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, Mary Jo Larson 
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MINUTES OF ZONING, PLANNING 
& 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 

The Pierce County Zoning, Planning and Board of Adjustment Com
mittee met jointly on December 13, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Pierce County Highway Department building in Ellsworth. 

Members present: Marge Baldwin, Chuck Kline, Carl Braunreiter, 
Francis Coulson, and Sam Huffman. 

Others present: Steve Raith and Mary Jo Larson. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marge Baldwin. 

Minutes of the November 8th meeting were approved. 

Vouchers were presented and approved on a motion by Chuck Kline; 
seconded by Francis Coulson. Motion carried. 

The next meeting date will be January 10, 1990 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Highway Department building. 

A memo was presented from Corporation Counsel, Debra Wojtowski 
regarding the County making decisions on variances and special 
exceptions and also regarding special exceptions for farm equip
ment/auto repair in an agricultural zone. 

Marge recessed the Zoning meeting. 

Chuck Kline called the Board of Adjustment to order. 

Robert Enz - tabled matter regarding replacing a mobile home in 
the floodway in Trenton Township. Steve reviewed DNR statements 
stating that it would be prohibited as replacement is 100% and 
that the other structures that are being requested seem exces
sive. 

Steve met with Mr. Enz at his property on the Island. Mr. Enz 
pointed out what has happened with neighboring sites. He cur
rently has a mobile home with an attached porch and would like to 
replace the mobile home and place a concrete slab under the new 
mobile home for easier mobility purposes. Results of the· field 
investigation were discussed. 

Steve stated that to comply with the ordinance this request could 
not be issued and knows this will create a problem as past per
mits have been granted. 

The minutes of the April 26th, 1988 meeting were read regarding a 
request for Bargrain's mobile home replacement. Chuck Kline 
questioned the motion that granted the replacement. 

Carl Braunreiter would like to get a letter to the State regard-
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ing allowing this type of replacement in the floodplain areas 
with upgrading less that the 50% assessed value. 

Discussion regarding the current law. The law should be enforced 
and if not then have it changed. Discussion regarding DNR's new 
interpretation and why they haven't stopped this type of replace
ment before. There have been some permits denied in the past, 
but not consistently. 

Mr. Enz stated that the trailers can be made portable. He has 
been on the Island for 10 years and has been paying taxes there 
that long and feels he has been a good citizen and does not 
understand why he cannot upgrade his property. He understood 
that his trailer was grandfathered-in and could be replaced, but 
no new trailers were to be placed on the Island. 

Motion by Marge Baldwin to deny the replacement of the mobile 
home; seconded by Francis Coulson. Discussion regarding abiding 
by the ordinance and working with DNR at revising the ordinance 
at the time of ordinance revision. Carl suggested drafting an 
ordinance to help rectify the situation. 

Gene Seguin, Conservation Congress Chairman, was present. He 
stated that there has been a problem getting all the trailers 
off the Island in times of high water and feels that Mr. Enz is 
trying to make it easier. He questions Bargrain's mobility in 
case of high water and is wondering about mobility of other 
mobile homes there. 

Question was called and motion carried. Mr. Enz asked what his 
next step would be. Discussion regarding the 50% assessment 
value and what remodeling could be done. Mr. Enz asked about 
permission to add onto the existing portable porch. The existing 
size is 14 x 30 and he would like to make it 14 x 60. Steve 
stated the porch is intended for human habitation and therefore 
should not be allowed. Sam suggested working with DNR on a 
comparable size for the porch. Steve was instructed to check 
with DNR and get back to Mr. Enz. Steve will contact DNR and set 
up an appointment to met with Mr. Enz. 

The Committe instructed the staff to check into the Fischer 
property that has a mobile home on it and to check into Bar
grain's motion from the April 26th, 1988 meeting. 

Steve reported that DNR will be auditing the office to check for 
compliance with regulations. No date has been set yet as to when 
this will happen. 

Richard Ferguson - setback variance for garage in Diamond Bluff 
Township. Public hearing notice was read. Steve presented the 
plot plan submitted by Mr. Ferguson which shows the location of 
the planned constructed in relation to the streets. Mr. Ferguson 
stated the garage will be for a semi-tractor that he operates. 
One wall has been there for 3 years, but he never finished the 
garage. The structure will be 40 x 60. No comments were re-
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ceived from the Township. Steve asked if the structure would 
need to be as wide as requested so that the setback would not be 
so great for visibility purposes. Mr. Ferguson stated he would 
need all the width for his tractor and trailer in the building. 
There is no other place on the property to locate a building. 

Motion by Francis Coulson to grant the 33 foot variance for the 
garage; seconded by Sam Huffman. If the road is changed, moving 
the building is the responsibility of the property owner. 
Motion carried. 

Jeff Gilbertson - special exception for an auto and farm equip
ment repair shop in Martell Township. Public hearing notice was 
read. Township has no objections. Mr. Gilbertson was present to 
state that he would like to repair all types of mechanical equip
ment in an existing 30 x 40 building. Tom Radke, an adjoining 
property owner, was present with no objections. This is in an 
agricultural zone. Mr. Gilbertson would like to work mostly with 
farm equipment and over the road tractors. He stated that 
anything he repairs will be in and out and then picked up and no 
equipment will be laying around outside. 

Discussion regarding conditional use permits and special excep
tion permits. Corporation Counsel stated that they have to be 
treated the same. This permit can have conditions placed on it 
and the permit would be valid until conditions are violated. If 
this type of request would have been for farm equipment only, a 
special exception would not have been required. 

Motion by Marge Baldwin to grant the special exception permit 
with conditions that not more then 3 vehicles waiting for serv
ices at one time are to be parked outside of the building. 
Discussion regarding spot zoning and allowing special exceptions 
in an agricultural zone. Motion seconded by Francis Coulson. 
Discussion regarding the restriction of 3 vehicles. Marge amend
ed the motion to delete the number of vehicles; seconded by Fran
cis Coulson. Amended motion carried. Motion carried. 

Chuck Kline recessed the Board of Adjustment. 

Marge Baldwin called the Zoning meeting back to order. 

Spring Valley Fire Department - conditional use permit to install 
an underground storage tank in El Paso Township. Public hearing 
notice was read. No objections were received. Motion by Sam 
Huffman to approve the conditional use permit; seconded by Fran
cis Coulson. Mr. Shafer, Fire Chief, was present and stated that 
there will be 4 feet of groundcover over the tank. There will be 
a vent to replace water with air. Tank is being placed 20 feet 
from the Township road. It was discussed that the hydrant fit
ting should be outside of the right-of-way. Sam Huffman amended 
motion to include that all pipes are to be placed outside of the 
road right-of-way; seconded by Francis Coulson. Amended motion 
carried. Motion carried. 
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Mr. Shafer stated they have hopes of installing a second tank in 
Spring Lake Township and asked if the hearing could be included 
under this same hearing. steve stated that legally it could not 
be done as no legal description was given for the second tank. 
Discussion regarding notice of publication with location needed. 

Motion by carl Braunreiter to lay on the table the next tank 
request for 2nd meeting from now; seconded by Chuck Kline. All 
specifications will be received and no additional fees will be 
added. Motion carried. 

Historical survey for City of River Falls - Dick Rieg was present 
to discuss a request for resources. They are hoping for a grant 
for an architectural study for the community. Other towns have 
completed this study with great success, like Chippewa Falls and 
Hudson. There is a federal tax advantage, such as a tax credit 
for operating businesses. An educational document is hoped to be 
produced for use by students, etc. One request would be for 40 
to 50 hours of clerical support to help type documents. They are 
requesting a $10,000.00 grant from the Historical Society from 
Federal monies that will be announced in January. That money 
must be matched. They would like a pledge of $500.00 from Pierce 
County for the study. The advantages would be for the community 
and the entire County. 

Rita Sanford was present to discuss history of the Society, which 
was founded in 1941 and now has 200 members and 5 Chapters. They 
also staff the Old School House at the Fair. 

Motion by Chuck Kline to refer this request of $500.00 to the 
Finance Committee and to recommend granting the funds; seconded 
by Carl Braunreiter. Jim stated that 40 to 50 hours can be given 
by the Planning Office for clerical support. Motion carried. 
Steve was directed to have a recommendation typed up to be pre
sented to the Finance Committee for their next meeting. 

Dave Christensen was present to. speak on behalf of Clark Dobbs 
from the Institute for Minnesota Archaeology. Mr. Christensen 
read a letter written by Mr. Dobbs. A proposal was presented 
that was submitted November 15th to the State Historical Society 
of Wisconsin. They hope that the County will be able to provide 
$2,500.00 in partial support of the project. Discussion regard
ing these requests made to the County Board through the Finance 
Committee. 

Elizabeth Hedin, a member of the Goodhue-Pierce Archaeology 
Society, spoke about the public pressure to save these sites and 
to organize this branch. 

This request had been referred to the Development Corporation but 
had been turned down. 

Motion by Chuck Kline to refer the request to the Finance Commit
tee with recommendation for approval; seconded by Sam Huffman. 
Motion carried. Steve was directed to write a recommendation to 
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the Finance Committee for their January meeting. 

Special use approval under the Farmland Preservation Program for 
a bridge realignment by Spring Ridge Acres, Inc.; Francis & Mar
lene Sabelco in Rock Elm Township. Sandra Weix, Clerk of Rock 
Elm stated that they are trying to realign this bridge and the 
portion of land is currently in the Farmland Preservation Agree
ment, so they need an approval for that part of the land. Steve 
stated that the land is not farmland and is wooded. Normally 
this request does go through the Land Conservation Department 
first, but they are not holding a meeting until later. This will 
be an easement on the property and part of the use is being 
changed. 

Motion by Sam Huffman to approve the request contingent upon Land 
Conservation approval; seconded by Chuck Kline. Motion carried. 

Vehicle quotes were presented. All quotes are for a 4-wheel 
drive which ranged from $13, 126.00 to $15,224.00. It was sug
gested to check the Consumer Reports for repairs. Marge will 
check on the procedure to have monies transfered for the purchase 
of a vehicle. 

Discussion regarding conditional use fees. Motion by Carl Braun
reiter that all fees for conditional uses and special exceptions 
will be $25.00 unless specified elsewhere; seconded by Chuck 
Kline. Motion carried. 

Discussion regarding fees for the new uniform numbering signs. 
This is included in the permit fees. 

Sam Huffman's letter of resignation was presented. Motion by 
Carl Braunreiter to accept Mr. Huffman's resignation; seconded by 
Francis Coulson. Motion carried. Discussion regarding a fare
well for Sam. 

Non-metallic mining policy amendment of setbacks. Discussion 
regarding the 1, 000 foot requirement from residences being too 
restrictive. Carl stated that all the other ordinances that he 
reviewed were no more stricter than 100 feet from property lines. 
This is to be placed on the next Zoning agenda with notifications 
of the interested people regarding a possible change. Carl would 
like the Corporation Counsel to check the setback requirements in 
other areas. 

Discussion regarding procedure used to pay secretary additional 
compensation when there was no Zoning Administrator this summer. 
Personnel Committee had approved the additional pay. 

Motion by Chuck Kline to recommend that the Personnel Committee 
evaluate the possibility of hiring a full-time personnel direc
tor; seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Motion carried. 

Jim recommends a short-term policy or a recommendation of docu
mentation that everything be in writing before any action is 
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taken. 

Carl wants to see discussion on the next Zoning agenda regarding 
the ri verway and floodplain ordinances. He would like to see 
something sent to DNR, Federal government, senators, and state 
representatives about the problems we are having and the possi
bility of these problems creating ghettos. Marge suggests that 
the Committee work on something together to be sent out. Discus
sion regarding sole responsibility at a time of flood and whether 
or not to allow rebuilding. 

Meeting adjourned by Chairperson. 

Submitted by, 
Mary Jo Larson 
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